PDN October 17, 2019_Layout 1 2019-10-17 4:33 PM Page 1 


oe 


FLEX PACKAGES oa @ 


MIN 6 TICKETS...NO MAX 


@ LEVEL S16 
LEVEL $20 


RESERVE THE SEATS YOU WANT 
PRIOR TO THE GAME, FLEXIBILITY TOCHOOSE = uuu Or URMETST LEVEL $24 
WITH NO ADDITIONAL FEES GAMES AROUND YOUR SCHEDULE AT FLEX PACK RATE ALL PRICES INCLUDE HST 


WEEKLY NEW 


i. me 
F-4 ae ai 


ee | shy FON | CALEDON 


Brampton federal candidates s Ramandeep Brar (left) a Sonia Sidhu (right) have both claimed that they have eneieed vandalism 
of their election signs in advance of election day this coming Monday. (PWN Staff/Submitted) 


With just days left in the federal elec- 
tion campaign, a local candidate is de- 
crying "dirty politics" after some of 
her lawn signs were stolen and vandal- 
ized. 

Brampton South Liberal incumbent 
Sonia Sidhu posted a video on social 
media Monday that shows a group of 
unidentified individuals exiting their 
vehicle in front of several campaign 
signs her team had placed in a residen- 
tial neighbourhood around 1:30 a.m. 

The individuals proceeded to tear up 
and steal at least two of the signs, as 
shown in the video. 


Wedding 
Birthday 


Sidhu said that while she has run a 
positive campaign, her "opponents 
have not." 

"I committed to running a positive 
campaign. I’ve lived up to that prom- 
ise... 1 am not angry, I’m just disap- 
pointed," Sidhu wrote in a series of 
responses to the video. "There were 
countless instances of vandalism and 
theft of my signs that has happened 
over the past weeks. I have had hun- 
dreds of signs damaged, hidden, or go 
missing. Just this week, a child sawa 
vandalized sign, told his parents, and 
they called us." 


Receptions 


(Anniversaries 


While Sidhu indicated that she was- 
n't sure if she wanted to bring aware- 
ness to the issue, she decided that 
"enough is enough." 

"I'm fighting for Brampton South. 
I'm going to keep fighting," said Sidhu 
regarding the matter, which garnered 
responses from other Brampton resi- 
dents who have experienced similar 
vandalism towards campaign signs on 
their property. "To my opponents: 
signs don't vote, people do." 


Continued on Pg 4 
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Candidates debate 


by Catherine Soplet 


Bold predictions and big 
promises ruled the roost Tues- 
day evening, as the Mississauga 
Board of Trade debated “vote 
prosperity” with federal candi- 
dates from Mississauga - one of 
several debates being held in 
the run-up to Monday’s elec- 
tion. 

"What is proposed in 2019 
federal campaign platforms 
that will be good for business?" 
was the leading question from 
David Wojcik, President of Mis- 
sissauga Board of Trade, as he 
introduced a stable of candi- 
dates that included Mississauga 
South Conservative candidate 
Stella Ambler, Mississauga- 
Centre Liberal incumbent 
Omar Alghabra, Mississauga- 
Erin Mills People’s Party candi- 
date Haza Alsabagh and 
Mississauga-Streetsville Green 
Party candidate Chris Hill.. 

The forum was based on the 
“Vote Prosperity” platform re- 
leased by Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce earlier this year, 
which focuses on a variety of 
themes, including taxation 
rates and reform, regulatory 
framework, trade agreements, 
support of small- and medium- 
sized business and more. 

The New Democratic Party 
candidate withdrew from the 
debate, citing a scheduling con- 
flict. 

Questions: 

Climate change, budget bal- 


ancing and tax reform were the 
big topics of the night, but the 
debate wasn’t without a few 
moments of levity. 

After 75 minutes of debate, 
Ambler announced she had lost 
a $5 bet because Alghabra had 
not uttered the names of either 
Ontario premier Doug Ford or 
former Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper in his remarks. Al- 
though neither men are candi- 
dates in 2019 federal election, 
both men are targets for barbs 
from federal Liberal candi- 
dates. 

In his closing remarks, Al- 
ghabra said that "Ford and 
Harper are used by Liberals as 
prior examples as to what a 
Conservative government can 
be predicted to do in the fu- 
ture." 

It was evident that former 
Ambler and Alghabra had a dif- 
ferent version of government 
books at the time of the 2015 
change in government. 

Ambler said the books were 
balanced, while Alghabra said 
that 2015 registered the largest 
federal deficit in Canada's his- 
tory. 

Since 2015, "Mississauga has 
done well under our govern- 
ment," said Alghabra, indicat- 
ing that programs for Universal 
Child Benefit and other sup- 
ports in Poverty Reduction 
Strategy brought reilef and “in- 
clusive prosperity” for families, 


seniors and students. 

In a summary of her plat- 
form, Alsabagh said that her 
party wants to support choice 
for provinces, and proposed 
that GST collected by the 
province would be directed 
back to the province for its use, 
in lieu of transfer payments. 

She drew on her family's 
refugee and immigration settl- 
ment experience in Canada, 
which led to establishing an 
immigration consultancy. 

"Government needs to 
strengthen and modernize to 
meet people’s demands in the 
21st Century, in a new eco- 
nomic era of automation," 
Alsabagh said, noting that her 
party wants to prioritize bal- 
ancing the budget within the 
two years to protect future 
services and put more money 
into the pockets of residents. 

Hill took a different approach 
throughout the debate, empha- 
sizing the impact of climate 
change in Canada and urging 
voters to select a party that 
“chooses life over money.” 

“Instead of a vote for second 
worst in order to defeat the 
worst, go for a vote for the per- 
son with the party platform 
that you really want - Mission 
Possible on the environment," 
said Hill. 

Following on worldwide 
media coverage of youth ac- 
tivist Greta Thunberg’s efforts 
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to highlight the impact of cli- 
mate change at the United Na- 
tions, Hill stated that it is a top 
priority for the country and all 
parties should be listening to 
the voice of the people. 
Alghabra said that “there is 
no question that climate 
change and protecting our en- 
vironment is the priority of a 
returned Liberal government... 
we have an enviable record,” 
while Ambler emphasized her 
party’s priorities, including “af- 
fordability, economy, ethics, a 
real plan for the environment 


and an immigration plan that is 
orderly, lawful and compas- 
sionate.” 

With the subject of universal 
pharmacare, which has been a 
hot-button topic over the last 
few months, Alsabagh argued 
that healthcare is a provincial 
jurisdiction, and suggested 
amending the Canada Health 
Act to permit private sector 
healthcare. 

Ambler said that pharmacare 
is “a flag that flies every so 
often since 1997,’ and sug- 
gested that Liberals know they 


“vote prosperity” in run-up to election 


cannot afford pharmacare be- 
cause the $34 billion cost of 
servicing the debt is the same 
amount as health transfers to 
the provinces. 

“The Liberal government has 
taken steps to create bulk pur- 
chasing policies for pharma- 
care,” said Alghabra. “The 
regulator would seek supply 
from new, lower priced 
sources.” 

The federal election will take 
place this Monday, Oct. 21. 


Non-profit launches food security grants to tackle poverty 


by Alex Gregory 


A GTA-based non-profit 
group is fighting poverty 
with the launch of a series 
of grants aimed at promot- 
ing “food security”. 

United Way _ Greater 
Toronto (UWGT) made the 
announcement in Missis- 
sauga Wednesday after- 
noon, stating that they have 
approved six Community 
Food System Grants that are 
designed to promote the de- 
livery of food to residents 
who are prevented from eat- 
ing regularly by financial 
constraints, and help pro- 
mote community education. 

“Access to appropriate, 
healthy, life-giving food is a 
universal right, and never- 
theless, thousands of our 
neighbours across Peel Re- 


E 


gion go without,” said 
UWGT’s vice president of 
community investment and 
development, Ruth Cram- 
mond, during the event. 
“Food security is both an 
immediate and a systemic 
issue - and inextricably 
linked to poverty. The grant 
recipients will help families 
put food on the table in var- 
ied, creative, and dignified 
ways.” 

The grants will be funded 
via a million-dollar invest- 
ment from General Mills 
Foundation on a two-year 
food security initiative, and 
aims to connect financially- 
insecure residents with 
agencies and partners to in- 
crease access to food. 

According to a handout 


O 


provided by UWGT, over 4 
million Canadians — 1 in 8 
households — experience 
food insecurity. The organi- 
zation states that financial 
constraints are preventing 
families from accessing the 
food they need, potentially 
impacting their physical and 
mental health and well- 
being. 

Local food agencies and 
politicians have been sound- 
ing the alarm on the in- 
creased need for “food 
stability”. Last year alone, 
there was an 18 per cent in- 
crease in the number of res- 
idents accessing their 
network of food banks and 
meal programs, according to 
the Mississauga Food Bank. 

The six grants will benefit 
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several organizations in 
Peel, including Seva Food 
Bank, who will be holding 
cooking classes for volun- 
teers and client families in 
their new Malton-based 
community teaching 
kitchen; Ecosource, which is 
creating a program, “Deep 
Roots”, to educate residents 
on the barriers that prevent 
food stability; WellFort 
Community Health Services, 
which has created the Peel 
Food Action Council to im- 
prove community-level food 
security with the support of 
connectors and local agen- 
cies; Polycultural Immigrant 
and Community Services, 
which is creating a “Food 
Brings People Together” 
toolkit to help newcomers 


and refugees in the Sheri- 
dan neighbourhood access 
local food services and sup- 
ports; Mississauga Food 
Bank, which will organize a 
local program to build rela- 
tionships with local grocery 
chains and discount outlets 
to donate surplus product 
for food bank network dis- 
tribution; and MIAG Centre 
for Diverse Women & Fami- 
lies, which will offer food 
education, cooking tech- 
niques, food safety and han- 
dling workshops for 
low-income residents nd 
newcomers in Malton, 
Hurontario and Dundas, 
Dixie and Bloor areas 
through the “Nourishing 
Communities” program.. 
“We believe achieving 


food security in Mississauga 
is possible through en- 
hanced cooperation and in- 
novation across all players 
in the food system,” said 
Ecosource’s executive direc- 
tor, Britt McKee. 

“It is our collective re- 
sponsibility to work to- 
gether to address the 
complex barriers to food ac- 
cess residents face by imple- 
menting creative and 
culturally appropriate solu- 
tions that are specific to 
Mississauga. This generous 
support will allow us to 
strengthen collaboration 
among community agencies 
to achieve our shared vision 
of a city in which all resi- 
dents have the food they 
need to thrive.” 
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It’s election time - ready to pick your leader? 


7 Peter Whitaker 


Publisher 
W 


All roads have led to 
this. 

Now that ’m in my 
60s, I look at things a lit- 
tle different than in my 
4oOs. First, the obvious - 
social media was not as 
much of a factor as it is 
today. 

We used to elect our 
MPs based on what they 
could do for our own 
area’ and what kind of 
person they are. Now, we 
seemed to be completely 
focused on the leaders 
and who is the most cor- 
rupt among them. This is 
not the way I will be vot- 


ing this year. 

Electing a Prime Minis- 
ter that can lead our 
country in 2020 and be- 
yond should be our num- 
ber one goal. The world 
is rapidly changing, and 
we need someone who 
can multitask, focusing 
on our domestic con- 
cerns and what’s going 
on in the world. 

God knows just how 
screwed up the world is 
becoming, and what we 
need is a calming person 
to lead us. 

We elected the Liberals 
back in 2015 to run our 
Country for four years. 
The one thing I insist 
upon anyone who will 
listen is that they were 
elected by us, they get 


their four years and if we 
are not happy, it is up to 
all of us to change the 
government. 

This government’s four 
years is up, so what’s 
next? 

(As an aside, since 
1980, both the Liberals 
and Conservatives have 
run our country five 
times each. This is the 
tie breaker.) 

If all I did was listened 
to and read social media, 
I would be buying my ten 
acres way up north and 
burying several school 
buses underground to 
live out my remaining 
days, but I refuse to buy 
into zeitgeist of Face- 
book and Twitter. ( I’m 
not blaming’ them, 


though. It’s the sheer 
amount of bogus posts 
on a daily basis that will 
ultimately confuse many 
voters.) 

I’m voting with my 
heart and common 
sense. In my area, we 
had a PC MP prior to 
2015. That person did a 
great job for my area, 
while in 2015, it changed 
to a Liberal MP based 
strictly on a red swing 
throughout the country. 
I’m not saying that per- 
son did not do a good 
job, though. The 2015 
Liberal swing was a 
wave that saw us change 
as a country, for better 
or worse. 

My assessment of our 
leader, unfortunately, 


has not been a good one. 
Our domestic problems 
were not handled as 
good as they could have 
been; spending was up, 
as well as the country’s 
debt. I also felt that 
Canada did not show 
very well on the world 
stage over the past four 
years. 

Based on just those fac- 
tors, does Mr. Trudeau 
deserve my vote this 
year? 

In any event, wake me 
up Tuesday morning and 
tell me who the new 
Prime Minister is! 

I don’t care who you 
vote for - just get out and 
vote! Iwill be looking 
forward to discussing 
the results next week. 


Candidates talk campaign sign vandalism 


Continued from Pg 1 


Sidhu is not the only local 
candidate to bring aware- 
ness to the issue of sign van- 
dalism. Fellow Brampton 
South Conservative candi- 
date Ramandeep Brar told 
Peel Weekly News that he 
has been running a positive 
campaign, and criticized the 
behavior and vandalism he 
saw in person and on social 
media. 

"It's unforgivable, (and) it 
has no place in an election," 
said Brar, about the incident. 
"We can always disagree on 
issues of policy, but I think 


RA 


CONS: 


all candidates... are unified 
in that vandalism and theft 
of signs is just disrespectful 
to the candidate, and the vol- 
unteers who donate their 
time putting those signs up. 
I think we are all unified 
across all campaigns on this 
issue." 

Brar said that he and his 
team have received numer- 
ous pictures and videos since 
the beginning of the cam- 
paigning highlighting the 
issue, with images showing 
signs being slashed, removed 
and covered up by other can- 
didate signs. 

"We thought to let it go, 
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(as) we believe in being pos- 
itive," said Brar, who indi- 
cated that his team only 
brought up the issue this 
week, and had considered 
going to the police to inves- 
tigate. 

"It's just annoying to me 
because they cost much 
money," Brar added. "It's 
wasting our volunteer time, 
it's wasting our money, but 
it's also disrespecting 
democracy." 

Peel Weekly News reached 
out to Sidhu's campaign of- 
fice for further comments, 
and were told that the mat- 
ter had been referred to the 


AJEEP BRAR 


BRAMPTON-SOUTH 


police for further investiga- 
tion. 

Residents living in Peel 
may feel a sense of deja vu 
regarding the issue of sign 
vandalism. Last year, similar 
allegations were made in the 
run-up to the provincial elec- 
tion, with candidates in rid- 
ings accusing each other of 
tearing up campaign signs. 

Peel Weekly News reported 
in Apr. 2018 that the last few 
days of the provincial elec- 
tion campaign turned nasty 
in Mississauga-Lakeshore 
with allegations of dirty 
tricks, fear of reprisals and 
suggestions that a video- 


taped incident of sign 
switching might’ve staged to 
smear the PCs. 

A resident living in the Hi- 
awatha Parkway area for- 
warded a video showing 
individuals removing a cam- 
paign sign that belonged to 
former provincial finance 
minister Charles Sousa. 

"These disgraceful actions 
show a lack of respect for the 
law, and for hard working 
volunteers, and my hope is 
that the other parties will 
condemn these actions,” 
Sousa told Peel Weekly News 
after the video was released. 

- With PWN Files 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY cssern at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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Can Jagmeet Singh rise to win over voters? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The rise of NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh has been very sur- 
prising, as the federal election 
campaign winds its way to- 
wards the finish. 

It's certainly a possibility, 
but at this point, it's probably 
not a sure thing. Whatever Mr. 
Trudeau's faults may be, the 
economy has been moving for- 
ward for six straight quarters 
now. He's also benefiting from 
the backlash engendered by 
the election of Donald Trump, 
and appears to be prepared for 
the worst - that the Americans 
will pull out of NAFTA. 

Most Canadians would side 
with him on this point if there 
were a trade war, because no- 
one in Canada believes that 
Canada's negotiating position 
is in any way unreasonable. 

Andrew Scheer is facing the 
same problem in his party, 
which he's trying to deal with 
by isolating the more extreme 
elements. However, it was just 
this sort of isolation that drove 
the Conservative Party apart 
before. 
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The formation of Reform 
and the Wild Rose Party can 
both be traced to Western and 
social conservative alienation 
with the Conservative's tradi- 
tional support. There are vir- 
tually no Conservative MPs in 
any deep urban area in 
Canada, and their support in 
suburban Canada is leaking 
away to the Liberals as well. 

After the Leaders’ Debate 
and the last week of the elec- 
tion campaign, many eyes 
were on NDP Leader Jagmeet 
Singh, whose energetic per- 
formances have many pundits 
and voters declaring him an 
unexpected winner, and that's 
certainly seemed to be the 
case, if polls are to go by. 

After the debate in English 
and French, the leaders of all 
parties left all the mathemat- 
ics of election speculation in a 
confused state. 

Singh's performance in the 
debate was praised by Canadi- 
ans living coast to coast, as the 
NDP's momentum has seem- 
ingly awakened. The needle 
for the NDP's popularity re- 
volves around 20 per cent 
today, at just 13-14 per cent for 
the last several weeks. 

After this change, Singh's 
enthusiasm has _ increased 
tremendously. 

Now he has forgotten that 
he will be in favor of forming 
a coalition government to 


keep the Conservatives out of 
power. 

This shift in politics takes us 
back to the days of 2008, 
when Liberal leader Stephane 
Dion and NDP leader Jack Lay- 
ton made plans to form a 
coalition to defeat the Conser- 
vative government. There 
were rumors of a deputy 
prime minister reserving a 
chair for the NDP at that time. 

Stephen Harper was a phi- 
lanthropist. He had saved the 
government from falling by 
dissolving Parliament, even 
before the Liberals and the 
NDP got caught. By the time 
Parliament reopened, Dion 
had resigned, and Michael Ig- 
natieff, the new Liberal leader, 
did not like the Coalition gov- 
ernment's theory. 

So far, the speculations of 
political pundits point to the 
fact that the Conservatives 
may win the most seats, but it 
may not be possible to get a 
majority. 

On the other hand, it will be 
a golden opportunity for Jag- 
meet Singh if and when his 
personal role in forming the 
government and possibly be- 
coming the Deputy Prime 
Minister of his country will 
take place - history will be cre- 
ated. 

This will be a prestigious 
achievement, not just for the 
Sikh community, but for every 


minority immigrant who has 
come to Canada to find a bet- 
ter life. 

If this opportunity is missed 
this time, it may be too late 
and too hard to undertake in 
the future. 

This time, it is also clear that 
while Singh and Scheer are 
campaigning enthusiastically, 
there is not the same tune in 
the voice of Trudeau in 2019 
that was seen in 2015. 

If the encouragement of a 
human being is to be seen as a 
sign of the future, then the 
possibility of a minority or 
coalition government for the 
Liberal Party is a matter of 
concern even now. Even the 
NDP is seeing this possibility. 


The coalition government 
has never existed in Canada's 
parliamentary history. It is 
possible that Jagmeet Singh's 
contribution to form Canada's 
first coalition government 
could also be credited. 

If the Liberals and the NDP 
form a government together 
with both or other parties, 
such as Green or the Bloc Que- 
becois, Canada will have to be 
ready next year to handle a 
budget deficit, as both the Lib- 
erals and the NDP's broader 
platforms are equipped with. 

The NDP is expecting a lot 
from the election rally organ- 
ized by Jagmeet Singh in 
Brampton tonight (Oct. 17) be- 
cause of these newly emerging 


political trends. 

Brampton is Singh’s home- 
town, and he has an excellent 
team of volunteers. 

While people were present 
at Justin Trudeau's Missis- 
sauga rally on the weekend, 
Singh's rally in Brampton is 
expected to be just as success- 
ful, if not moreso. 

In 2015, a rally held in 
Brampton's Powerade Center 
in honor of Trudeau was at- 
tended by 10,000 people, and 
that rally changed the course 
of the election. 

No one should be surprised 
if tonight’s Brampton NDP 
rally forecasts the political fate 
of Jagmeet Singh. 
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Healthcare top of mind at federal candidate town hall 


by Catherine Soplet 


If you were born in 1984 
under the Canada Health 
Act, today you would be a 
35-year old Millennial, and 
your mom could be old 
enough to be a senior col- 
lecting a pension. 

Since then, social demo- 
graphics and_ cultural 
norms have evolved. For ex- 
ample, young seniors then 
in 1984 are today's unpre- 
dicted octogenarians who 
outlive their forebears by 
decades. 

The silver-haired tsunami 
got a spotlight from Peel 
Health Coalition when fed- 
eral candidates met up on 
Sep. 29 for a Town Hall 
event, which included ap- 
pearancess by officials from 
the City of Brampton. 

"The current healthcare 
status for seniors, for 
youth, for newcomers, for 
women's unique reproduc- 
tive role, for gender-parity 
and mental health were not 
envisioned back in the day," 
said Richard Antonio, Chair 
of the Peel Health Coalition. 

For example, in today's 
younger generations, we 
know that Millennials face 
illness and injuries from 
stress that were never be- 
fore on the radar, be they 
physical or mental-health 


or job-related. 

"These issues have not 
been encompassed in 
provincial health care 
transfers. The result is - 
privatization of healthcare 
services," Antonio contin- 
ued, citing health-related 
costs which are out-of- 
pocket for seniors even 
though their  careplan 
physician has deemed them 
necessary by prescription. 

Peel Health Coalition 
called for federal candi- 
dates to endorse the 
Canada Health Act Pledge 
and sign it. 

Adopted in 1984, the 
Canada Health Act ensures 
access to universal health 
care made possible by 
transfer payments from the 
federal to the provincial 
governments, so that indi- 
viduals can access health- 
care services without 
incurring personal cost. 

Seven of ten candidates 
endorsed and signed the 
Pledge. Liberal and Conser- 
vative candidates did not 
attend. People’s Party of 
Canada candidates did not 
endorse or sign the Canada 
Health Act Pledge. 

The Canada Health Act 
mandates the federal gov- 
ernment to deliver public, 


accessible, comprehensive, 
universal, and _ portable 
healthcare which sees so- 
cial transfer payments to 
Provincial governments in 
payment for their delivery 
of services to municipalities 
through health care units. 
A number of well-being 
and preventive fees are not 
currently covered by 
provincial OHIP (Ontario 
Health Insurance Plan), in- 
cluding annual eye exami- 
nations and prescription 
eyewear; hearing assess- 
ments and hearing aids; di- 


23a Brampton Town Hall pan 


proates, ‘Ron (LER, front) Pau 


(Green). (L- R, back) Theresa Burgess Ogilvie 


abetic blood tests; and mo- 
bility devices which in- 
crease inclusion and aim to 
decrease prevent falls. 

Anita Tsang-Sit, a Direc- 
tor at the Registered Nurses 
Association of Ontario - 
Peel Chapter, spoke about 
the perils in gender parity 
access to services arising 
from Peel Region's lowest 
decile per-person health 
care funding. 

"We know that heart dis- 
ease kills twice the number 
of women as men," said 
Tsang-Sit. "And yet, we 


know that women are also 
seven times less likely to 
experience misdiagnosis of 
their symptoms." 

Women are especially vul- 
nerable to have unmet 
healthcare needs in the 
context of Peel Region so- 
cial demographics for high 
immigration and proximacy 
to Pearson International 
Airport. There is an in- 
creased risk for human 
trafficking, sexual assault 
and reduced access to abor- 
tion services in the event of 


an unwanted pregnancy 


can adversely affect 
women's access to heath- 
care services. 

This past summer, Peel 
Health Coalition (PHC) en- 
dorsed Brampton’s #FairD- 
ealForBrampton petition to 
the province, seeking re- 
dress for underfunding, un- 
opened beds and a request 
for a second hospital. 

On Apr. 30, PHC brought 
more than 100 people to 
join in the protest at the 
Queen's Park Legislature. 


liscussion was hosted to bring healthissues front-and-cen OD 
e Thornham (Green), Navjit Kaur Brar (NDP), Jane David = 
Green), Jordan Boswell (NDP), Gaurav Walia and Baljit 


Singh Bawa (both with the People’s Party), Richard Antonio (Peel Health Coalition), Keith Frazer (People’s 
Rarty), Norbert D’Costa (Green) and Harinderpal Hundal.(Communist Party). (PWN Staff Photo) 


Hybrid buses come to Mississauga in new pilot project 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga’s transit fleet 
is looking to go a bit more 
“clean”. 

MiWay, the city’s transit 
operator, announced 
Wednesday that it will be in- 
troducing ten new hybrid 
buses to its fleet of vehicles, 
building on efforts to help 
fight climate change and re- 
duce emissions in the city. 

The announcement fol- 
lows a similar initiative 
spurred by Brampton earlier 
this summer, when it re- 
ceived an $11.1 million-dol- 
lar investment from the 
federal government to begin 
atrial program that brought 
eight hybrid buses to the 
Brampton Transit stable. 

In a statement Wednes- 
day, Mississauga’s transit di- 
rector, Geoff Marinoff, said 
the new buses are a key step 
to the “electrification” of the 
entire MiWay fleet. 

“They are more fuel-effi- 
cient and can be converted 
to run on full battery power, 
further reducing green- 


house gas emissions,” Mari- 
noff said Wednesday 
evening, indicating that the 
transit provider will be eval- 
uating how the buses per- 
form in the system and 
monitoring further changes 
in technology to inform fu- 
ture bus purchases.. 

The new hybrid buses tout 
a variety of features, includ- 
ing start-stop engine tech- 
nology that shuts down the 
engine while stopped at bus 
stops and automatically 
restarts when the brake is 
released, all-drive control 
mechanisms, battery stor- 
age systems that are 
mounted on the roof anda 
reduced number of drive 
belts from four to one, re- 
ducing the potential of 
breakdowns on the road. 

“We know that climate 
change is real, it’s here and 
it’s affecting our city,” said 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie in a 
statement Wednesday. 

“Greening our transit fleet 
is one way that our city is 


taking meaningful action to 
reduce our carbon footprint. 
We will continue to apply a 
climate lens on everything 
we do to ensure that we can 
achieve an 80 per cent re- 
duction in emissions by 
2050. We can't afford not to 
act.” 

The development is in- 
tended to align with the 
city’s Climate Change Action 
Plan, which aims to replace 
the entire fleet with low or 
zero-emission vehicles. 

“The purchase of these 
second-generation hybrid 
buses helps to advance sus- 
tainable transportation - an 
important priority outlined 
in our Plan,” the city’s parks 
and forestry director, Jodi 
Robillos, said Wednesday. 

The final draft of the Ac- 
tion is slated to go to council 
for approval by the end of 
the year. 

For more information on 
the hybrid buses, visit 
miway.ca/nextgenhybrid. 


One of the new hybrid buses being added to Mississauga’s transit fleet. (Submitted) 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN October 17, 2019_Layout 1 2019-10-17 4:34 PM Page 7 @ 


Oct. 17, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 7 


MAYOR BROWN & MEMBERS OF COUNCIL INVITE YOU 
TO CELEBRATE THE CITY OF BRAMPTON’S 18' EVER COMMUNI 


GARBA 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18 | 7-11 PM 


CAA CENTRE - 7575 KENNEDY RD S 
| 
SPACE IS LIMITED | NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DONATIONS WILL BE COLLECTED FOR 9°9% 


Kni Ste. Louise 
Tabl bes OUTREACH 


PDN October 17, 2019_Layout 1 2019-10-17 4:34 PM Page 8 


Oct. 17, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 8 


“Pink” robbery leads totwo Youths under arrest in connection with 


men arrested 


Two 26 year-old men 
from Brampton are under 
arrest in connection with 
several drug and firearm- 
related offences, Peel Police 
revealed earlier this week. 

21 Division said the ar- 
rests stem from an incident 
that occurred Tuesday in 
the Church Street and 
Kennedy Road area, when 
officers from the Criminal 
Investigative Bureau and 
the Tactical Unit conducted 
a search warrant at a resi- 
dence. 

The search warrant re- 
sulted in the seizure of a 
loaded pink 9mm firearm as 
well as a quantity of co- 
caine. 

The two men_ were 
charged with multiple of- 
fences, including Unautho- 
rized Possession of a 


Prohibited Firearm, Knowl- 
edge of Unauthorized Pos- 
session of a Prohibited 
Firearm, Possession of a 
Unloaded Restricted 
Firearm, Together with 
Readily Accessible Ammuni- 
tion Capable of Being Dis- 
charged, Tampering with a 
Serial Number, Possession 
for the Purpose of Traffick- 
ing Cocaineand Fail to 
Comply with Recognizance 

Both men appeared for a 
bail hearing in Brampton 
court yesterday. Their 
names weren’t immediately 
available, as of press time. 

Anyone with information 
pertaining to this matter is 
asked to contact the 21 Divi- 
sion Criminal Investigation 
Bureau at (905) 453-3311, 
extaee: 


“senseless” murder 


by Alex Gregory 


It never should have hap- 
pened to begin with. 

The perpetrators of a shock- 
ing murder in Brampton this 
past summer have _ been 
caught and charged with var- 
ious offences for their role in 
the incident, Peel Police re- 
vealed earlier this month. 

The charges stem from an 
incident that took place early 
on the morning of Friday, 
Aug. 2, when 63 year-old 
Glensbert Oliver and his son, 
Christopher, were attacked 
outside their home in the De- 
vondale Avenue and Lane- 
brook Drive area by a group of 
assailants after a confronta- 
tion over the latter’s attempts 
to break into vehicles on the 
nearby street. 

Glensbert succumbed to his 
injuries at the scene, while 
Christopher was treated for 
non-life-threatening injuries. 
The case is the _ region’s 
eleventh homicide of the year. 

The arrests, announced on 
Oct. 3, have brought justice 
for Glensbert’s family and are 
a clear message of what hap- 
pens when serious offences 
are committed, said Peel Po- 
lice Inspector Michael Pulley. 

“While these arrests will 
not bring back Mr. Oliver, nor 
heal (his) family, it is a mes- 
sage to those who commit 
these kinds of offences that 
you will be held accountable 


for your actions,” said Pulley. 

According to police, the sus- 
pects were caught with sup- 
port from Toronto Police, 
whho conducted a series of 
raids on four homes in 
Toronto. 

The subsequent investiga- 
tion revealed that the as- 
sailant who fatally stabbed 
Glensbert and wounded 
Christopher before fleeing 
along with the other suspects 
was a 16 year-old male, from 
Toronto, who cannot be iden- 
tified under the Youth Crimi- 
nal Justice Act. He was 
charged with second-degree 
murder, attempted murder 
and breach of court order, and 
appeared in Brampton court 
on Oct. 4. 

A 17-year-old male from 
Toronto, that also can’t be 
identified under the act, was 
arrested during the raids and 
charged with multiple of- 
fences, including failing to 
comply with a court sentence 
and possession of stolen prop- 
erty. 

Two 18-year-old men from 
Toronto, Mory Kone and De- 
vroy Mathews, were present 
during the incident, and have 
been arrested and charged 
with possessing stolen prop- 
erty. One of the men also faces 
an additional charge of failing 
to comply with recognizance. 

Police are still searching for 
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a fifth suspect who was in the 
group’s vehicle at the time of 
the murder, and are urging 
the individual to contact legal 
counsel and surrender to po- 
lice. In his first major press 
conference as the region’s po- 
lice chief, Nishan Duraiappah 
said that the murder was 
“senseless” and never should 
have happened. 


During the press confer- 
ence, Pulley also revealed that 
the vehicle the assailants used 
was stolen from York Region, 
and has subsequently been re- 
covered. The force also re- 
ceived numerous tips from 
local residents, including 
video and eyewitness ac- 
counts. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Arpan Khanna - a glimmer of hope for the Conservatives: 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


When Alberta Premier 
Jason Kenney arrived in 
the Greater Toronto 
Area last week in sup- 
port of local Conserva- 
tive Party candidates, 
there was a_ general 
buzz in various newspa- 
pers that he was in town 
to strengthen Andrew 
Scheer. 

However, few people 
know that Kenney pre- 
viously announced his 
intent to come to 
Brampton in June of this 
year to mobilize voters 
in favor of Conservative 
candidate Arpan 
Khanna, who is running 
in the Brampton North 
riding. 

Raising the voice in 
favor of Kenney's dedi- 
cation is no excuse, but 
it can be said to be due 
in part of Khanna’s com- 
mitment of years of 
hard work for the cur- 
rent party. 

Khanna is a young 
man who inherited the 
politics from the Gupta 
family, and his commit- 
ment to the Conserva- 


tive Party has been 
around since he was 
still a university stu- 
dent. 

There is a lot of re- 
sponsibility in the Pun- 
jabi community 
regarding the dedication 
of the famous family of 
Raikot, the famous town 
of Punjab. 

From all appearances, 
Khanna is a sociable and 
hardworking young 
man who has the expe- 
rience of holding several 
positions at the federal 
and provincial levels, 
besides practicing law. 

In the Conservative 
Party's organizational 
structure, Arpan has 
worked in two positions 
alongside former Prime 
Minister Stephen 
Harper and Kenney, the 
former transportation 
minister in Harper’s 
cabinet, along with sev- 
eral other senior lead- 
ers. 

This includes working 
as a Senior Regional Ad- 
visor to the Minister of 
Multiculturalism and 
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the Minister of National 
Defense. 

In an interview con- 
ducted earlier this 
month, Khanna said he 
is familiar with the 
Brampton North riding 
because he was also 
born in it, and it is 
where he currently lives 
with his family. Khanna 
can also boast a hard- 
working team of volun- 
teers working day and 
night to deliver his mes- 
sage home. 

In addition to being a 
good speaker, Arpen, 
one of five Conservative 
candidates from other 
ridings in Brampton, is 
a leader who has an ev- 
ident reputation in the 
community and who has 
a deep understanding of 
the issues facing the 
community as well as 
their solutions. As a 
lawyer, he has reason- 
ing and the best knowl- 
edge. 

According to Khanna, 
he did not come into 
politics with any pur- 
pose, but politics has 


Thank You To Our Sponsors: 
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been an integral part of 
his life from an early 
age. This suggests that 
he is not only a sea- 
soned politician, but a 
person who wants to do 


something for the com- 
munity. He hopes that 
voters in the Brampton 
North riding will send 
him to Ottawa, where 
he will benefit from his 


long political experience 
in the interest of the 
riding residents and asa 
shareholder for the bet- 
terment of all Canadi- 
ans. 


Police searching for 
highway rock thrower 


Investigators from the 
22 Division Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau are 
seeking the public’s assis- 
tance in identifying a 
male suspect. 

On Oct. 5 at 3:49 p.m. 
Peel Police responded to 
Franceschini Bridge lo- 
cated over highway 410 
between Williams Park- 
way and Bovaird Drive in 
Brampton for a male 
party throwing large 
rocks off of the bridge. 

A motor vehicle was 
hit, causing a motor vehi- 


cle collision and exten- 
sive damage to the vehi- 
cle. 

The suspect is de- 
scribed as male, wearing 
dark clothing, with a 
hood over his head and 
last seen walking east- 
bound along the bridge. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion regarding this inves- 
tigation is asked to call 
investigators at the 22 
Division Criminal Inves- 
tigation Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 2233. 
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Trudeau speaks to local supporters after security setback 


by Alex Gregory and Surjit Singh Flora 


Despite an hour-and-a- 
half delay due to a security 
scare, Justin Trudeau 
showed no signs of fear or 
apprehension while ad- 
dressing hundreds of sup- 
porters at a Liberal Party 
event held in Mississauga 
this past weekend. 

Trudeau was due to 
speak at a party supporter 
event being held at the In- 
ternational Centre on Sat- 
urday, but was delayed 
nearly an hour-and-a-half 
due to an apparent threat 
leveled against the Prime 
Minister. 

When Trudeau did ap- 
pear, he wore a bulletproof 
vest under his dress shirt 
and had a noticeably more 
pronounced security de- 
tail. 

“Canada is at the heart of 
Canada and the world at 
large,” Trudeau told the 
hundreds of supporters in 
attendance. “The people 
should give (the Liberal 
Party) another chance to 
make it stronger.” 

In a post written after 
the event, federal NDP 
leader Jagmeet Singh said 
that the threat made 
against Trudeau was 


Le 


“troubling” and not repre- 
sentative of Canada. 

“No matter how you vote 
or believe, no one should 
face threats of violence. To 
the officers who protect all 
of us - thank you.” 

Peel Police referred mat- 
ters regarding the incident 
to the RCMP. 

Referring to his govern- 
ment's big achievements 
on the occasion, Trudeau 
said that 1.1 million people 
have been given new jobs 
in the country to raise the 
middle class through ini- 
tiatives such as the family 
care, healthcare and child- 
care benefits. 

Several steps have also 
been taken for the welfare 
of seniors, and the coun- 
try's economy and overall 
infrastructure have been 
strengthened with new 
welfare projects, he told 
the crowd. 

Citing recent cuts by On- 
tario Premier Doug Ford, 
Trudeau told the crowd 
that if Andrew Scheer 


came to power, he would 
cut the federal budget 
much further, and sug- 
gested that “the PC Party 
knows only cuts, and they 


have only one point pro- 
gram for Canada - ‘cut, cut 
and cut’. They want to bal- 
ance the budget by cutting 
down on health, education 
and social welfare activi- 
ties that are not in the 
public interest.” 

During his 25-minute 
speech, Trudeau _ also 
touched on the develop- 
ment of the country and its 
well-being, following out- 
reach to students earlier 
this month during a town 
hall at the University of 
Toronto - Mississauga. 

He indicated that any 
government cuts could im- 
pact important services 
and programs such as edu- 
cation, health care and 
family care. 

“How much will the 
(Conservatives) save by 
cutting down on baby dia- 
pers?” he told the crowd. 

Trudeau further said 
that his mission is for the 
good of Canadians. They 
want a bright future for 
children, young people and 
seniors. When their gov- 
ernment is restored, he 
pledged to make middle- 
class life easier by impos- 
ing a 1 per cent tax on the 


rich. 

Those earning $15,000 a 
year or less would not be 
subject to income tax, and 
cell-phone bills would be 
reduced by 25 per cent, 
Trudeau told the crowd. 

Additionally, Trudeau re- 
iterated several of his cam- 
paign promises, stating 
that the National Pharma- 
care Program will reduce 
drug prices, and that the 
spread of gun culture in 
Canada will be prevented 
and people's lives will be 
protected, following con- 
sultations with municipal 
leaders like Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
earlier this month. 

Trudeau called on all to 
strengthen the hands of 
the Liberal Party candi- 
dates and reiterate their 
desire to strengthen 
Canada. 

The event itself featured 
supporters of candidates 
from cities across the GTA, 
including Brampton, Mis- 
sissauga, Caledon, Scar- 
borough, Milton, 
Burlington and Oakville, 
who arrived in a fleet of 
school buses and hosted a 
large rally in their cars be- 


fore the event. 

Sophie - Gregoire 
Trudeau was planned to 
speak at the event as well, 
but did not make an ap- 
pearance before or with 
her husband. 

Former Mississauga- 
Malton Liberal candidate 


Navdeep Bains was also 
present at the event, invit- 
ing Mississauga-Centre in- 
cumbent Omar Alghabra 
and Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs Chrystia Freeland, 
who presented their views 
on the Liberal Party's poli- 
cies and programs. 
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New speed limits planned to put the 


by Alex Gregory 


Residents worried 
about speeding cars on 
side streets can breathe 
a bit easier, as Missis- 
sauga councillors have 
approved new _ speed 
limits aimed at making 
local neighbourhoods 
safer. 

The city passed a set of 
amendments to its Traf- 
fic By-law at the Oct. 9 
regular council meeting 
that will reduce speeds 
on residential streets to 
4o kilometres per hour 
(km/h), down from 50. 
The initial rollout will 
impact ten neighbour- 
hoods throughout the 
city. 

During a presentation 
at the meeting, city traf- 
fic management director 
Andy Harvey said that 
even though 40 km/h 
speed zones are located 
in front of local elemen- 
tary schools, other resi- 
dential streets have a 
speed limit of 50 km/h, 
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which doesn’t align with 
plans to boost commu- 
nity safety and pedestri- 
ans walking through 
side streets. 

“This amendment will 
see the City gradually 
reduce speed _ limits 
throughout the entire 
neighbourhood ... the 
first 10 neighbourhoods 
will be adjusted to 40 
km/h this year by plac- 
ing signs at every entry 
and exit to a neighbour- 
hood,” Harvey said. 

The amendments are 
intended to align with 
the city’s Transportation 
Master Plan and Vision 
Zero initiative, which 
made speed limit reduc- 
tions a priority. 

“The new 40 km/h 
speed limit in our neigh- 
bourhoods advances Vi- 
sion Zero by matching 
speeds to the types of 
activity on a_ street,” 
Mississauga Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie said during 


the meeting, noting that 
the changes will help 
promote active trans- 
portation by making it 
safer for families to 
walk, ride, play and 
commute. 

“It’s another tool we 
can use to address 
speeding in our neigh- 


bourhoods and _ help 
keep pedestrians and cy- 
clists safe,” Crombie 
said. 

Previously, the 
province of Ontario 
passed legislation in 


2017 uunder the Safer 
School Zones Act (Bill 
65) that amended the 
Highway Traffic Act to 
allow municipalities to 
designate areas where 
speed limits can be 
lower than 50 km/hr. 
The corporate report 
highlights that staff con- 
sulted with City council- 
lors to determine 
priority neighbourhoods 
to receive the new lower 


Oct. 


4o km/h signage in this 
first round. 

“Reducing speed limits 
in our local neighbour- 
hoods is an important 
part of the City’s Vision 
Zero initiatives,” Ward 9 
councillor Pat Saito, 
who chairs the city’s 
Road Safety Committee, 
said earlier this month. 
“It takes small steps like 
this one to work toward 
reducing the number of 
pedestrians injured on 
our roads.” 

The neighbourhood 
speed limit changes will 


occur within the follow- 
ing areas: 
Ward 1: Neighbour- 


hood boundaries  be- 
tween South Service 

Road, Etobicoke Creek, 
Lakeshore Road _ East 
and Dixie Road. 

Ward 2: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries  be- 
tween South Sheridan 
Way, Southdown Road, 
Royal Windsor Drive 
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brakes on drivers 


and Winston Churchill 
Boulevard. 

Ward 3: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries be- 
tween Bloor Street, 
Dixie Road, Dundas 
Street East and Tomken 
Road. 

Ward 4: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries be- 
tween Bloor Street, 
Cawthra Road, Dundas 
Street East, Canadian 
Pacific Railway, 
Hurontario Street and 
Central Parkway East. 

Ward 5: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries be- 
tween Canadian 
National Railway, Gore- 
way Drive, Derry Road 
East and Airport Road. 

Ward 6: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries be- 
tween Burnhamthorpe 
Road West, Central 
Parkway West, Erindale 
Station Road, Dundas 
Street West and the 
Credit River. 


Ward 7: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries  be- 
tween The Queensway, 
Hurontario Street and 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Ward 8: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries  be- 


tween Unity Drive, 
Winston Churchill 
Boulevard, Burn- 


hamthorpe Road West 
and Ridgeway Drive. 

Ward 9: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries be- 
tween Canadian Pacific 
Railway, Derry Road and 
Winston Churchill 
Boulevard. 

Ward 10: Derry Road 
West, Tenth Line West, 
Britannia Road West 
and Ninth Line. 

Ward 11: Neighbour- 
hood boundaries be- 
tween Britannia Road 
West, Credit River, 
Eglinton Avenue West 
and Mississauga 
Road/Queen Street 
South. 


Brampton man arrested 
in sex assault case 


A 96 year-old Brampton 
man has been nabbed by 
police in connection with a 
sex assault investigation, 
Peel Police announced last 
week. 

Investigators from the 
Special Victims Unit said 
the arrest stems from a Sep. 
2018 incident in which the 
suspect attended a store in 
the area of Steeles Avenue 
and Highway 410 in Bramp- 
ton. 

He asked an employee, a 
19 year-old woman from 
Brampton, to assist him 
with trying on a shirt. 
When the victim refused, 
the suspect sexually as- 
saulted her. The incident 
was not reported to police 
at the time. 

On Oct. 1, the suspect at- 


tended the same store and 
asked another employee for 
assistance trying on a shirt. 
While the victim, a 27 year- 
old woman from Brampton, 
was assisting the suspect, 
he sexually assaulted her. 

The suspect, who was not 
identified by name, was ar- 
rested by police on Oct. 6 
and charged with two 
counts of sexual assault. 

He was released and is 
planned to attend Brampton 
court at an unannounced 
date. 

Investigators are looking 
to speak to anyone with fur- 
ther information as it re- 
lates to this case. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
call investigators at the Spe- 
cial Victims Unit at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3460. 


Jagmeet Singh’s unlikely rise could form 


coalition government, say analysts 


With the federal election 
just days away, more focus 
has been placed on federal 
NDP leader Jagmeet Singh, 
who is rising in pre-elec- 
tion polls and could prove 
to be a wild card on what 
government forms, say an- 
alysts. 

Nik Nanos of Nanos Re- 
search said earlier this 
week that Canada is wit- 
nessing the rise of Jagmeet 
Singh in election surveys 
and, at the same time, a 
rising popularity status 
that could translate to big 
gains come Monday. 

It seems that as more 
and more Canadians get to 
know Jagmeet Singh, the 
more they like him. Cur- 
rent polls show that the 
rise of the NDP is all but 
felt, with major main- 
stream parties denying 
any impact. | 

The CBC's Eric Grenier 
says that the NDP's rise is 
being felt right now. The 
Liberals and Conservatives 
seem to be losing its 


ground, while the NDP's 
hold on the election cam- 
paign last week has 
strengthened. 

Grenier also indicated 
that even though the Lib- 
erals and Conservatives 
are losing their grip, they 
will still face a tough NDP. 
He said that now that both 
parties are getting less 
than 33 per cent support, 
suggesting that neither 
has the power to win a 
majority government. 

Echo Research's Frank 
Graves claims that the 
NDP's hold is firmly on the 
block, and Quebec is on 
the block. However, ac- 
cording to Graves, the 
CPC's hold is loose, and it 
is likely to get fewer seats. 

According to the Abacus 
Data, Jagmeet Singh's 
character has seen major 
pushes in public and the 
media, and could hurt An- 
drew Scheer. 

Toronto Sun's Brian Lilly 
believes that “as we can- 
not stop the waves in the 


ocean, so does no one stop 
the rising of Jagmeet 
Singh.” 

According to Charles 
Adler of Course Radio, 
Canada has got a new po- 
litical rock star as Jagmeet 
Singh. Brian Braggat of 
Too Close to Call says the 
geographical trend for the 
Liberals is very harmful, 
while for the NDP, it is 
very positive. This trend is 
also very damaging to the 
Conservatives. 
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Global News' Keith Bal- 
drey believes that Jagmeet 
Singh is an outstanding 
campaigner and is prouder 
of all the leaders, while 
Nick Kouvalis of Campaign 
Research said that 50 per 
cent of Canadians have ap- 
proved of Jagmeet Singh's 
work as an NDP leader. 

According to Bruce An- 
derson and David Coletto 
of Abacus Data, Jagmeet 
Singh's stature in the polit- 
ical backdrop is quite high. 
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Opinion 
Attendance doesn’t tell the whole story 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


A tweet posted earlier this 
month by CTV National 
News journalist Glen McGre- 
gor regarding a campaign 
appearance in Brampton has 
been read more than a mil- 
lion times and retweeted by 
close to 700 people. 

"How bad is the turnout 
for Scheer event in Bramp- 
ton that was scheduled to 
begin 35 minutes ago?” the 
post read. McGregor was re- 
ferring to the attendance of 
fewer than 100 people at an 
event with the Conservative 
Party leader, Andrew Scheer, 
which was being held in 
Brampton. 

McGregor showed _ the 
eight-second video clip in 
such a way that very few 
people appeared in atten- 
dance, 35 minutes after the 
event was due to begin. 

Commenting on this tweet, 
someone said that Scheer 
might have arrived late be- 
cause so few people could be 
reached. 

“I can pull a barbecue 
party during a snowstorm 


Regional council takes 


No room for hate. 

Peel Regional Council an- 
nounced at last week’s meet- 
ing that it is formally opposing 
Bill 21, the secularism bill 
passed in Quebec earlier this 
year which outlaws the use of 
religious symbols worn by 
public sector employees. 

Regional Council passed the 
motion, spearheaded by 
Brampton councillor Gurpreet 
Singh Dhillon, at the biweekly 
meeting held on Oct. 10. Addi- 
tionally, Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson said he will be 
looking to bring the decision 
to the attention of the Federa- 
tion of Canadian Municipali- 
ties and Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario. 

The bill, which was brought 
forward by Quebec’s immigra- 
tion minister, has become a 
hot-button topic over the past 
few months, and various 
party leaders and candidates 
have been questioned on the 
campaign trail about whether 
they’d chllenge the bill in 
court. 

After Thursday’s motion, 


with (two) hours' notice and 
can have more people than 
that,” Twitter user 
magi5er1001 posted in the 
comments. “Tell me again, 
Max(ine Bernier) is drawing 
hundreds/thousands and is 
only at three per cent?” 

The role of the tweet was 
apparently to spotlight the 
Conservative leader's weak 
presence in the political 
panorama of Brampton. 
While no Conservative can- 
didate became a hit in 
Brampton in 2015 either, 
Stephen Harper's govern- 
ment did make inroads to es- 


tablish local candidates 
within Peel Region and be- 
yond. 


The reason why Harper 
was defeated in 2015 was 
due to a growing wave for 
change, culminating in the 
resurgence of the Liberal 
Party. 

On the contrary, the 2019 
elections are seeing a dif- 
feren and thrilling scenario. 
wherein the Liberals are not 
capable of seeing any sizable 
guiding force. 

While the Conservative 
party does not appear to be- 
growing in Brampton. the 
principle reason may be that 
Scheer is said to be unable to 
maintain an emotional refer- 
ence to the city and its elec- 
torate. 


Dhillon said that Bill 21 has le- 
galized second-class citizen- 
ship and_ discrimination 
throughout Canada. 

“This decision not only puts 
the region's position in writ- 
ing, but will make Peel a 
leader and part of a growing 
voice of municipalities across 
the nation standing against 
this bill," Dhilon said. 

When asked on Tuesday 
how Peel Region will ap- 
proach and tackle this issue, 
Dhillon told Peel Weekly News 
that they brought this bill up 
to bring the awareness for the 
federal leaders and Candi- 
dates as the election looms. 

Dhillon also said that people 
come to Canada for a better 
life, better future and to make 
Canada their home. Bill 21 has 
made them feel like second- 
class citizens who don’t have 
the same rights as other Cana- 
dians. 

When asked what he 
thought of Justin Trudeau and 
other federal leaders not de- 
nouncing the bill, Dhillon said 
it might be because of the 


Scheer has not yet made an 
effect in Brampton, at least 
not enough to have sparked 
a dialogue within the net- 
work. He additionally does 
not have a community or- 
ganizing team like Jason 
Kenney, or any high-powered 
leaders attached to the area 
public. 

Also, Scheer isn't as influ- 
ential a speaker as Harper 
himself. It is well known 
that warm outreach isn’t re- 
ally part of his speeches. 

Last year, 25 calls were 
taken from the Muslim com- 
munity for the Punjabi com- 
munity to be heard by Radio 
Newsbars on Radio 770AM, 
not one of which favored the 
Conservative Party. 

Although the sample num- 
ber of 25 calls is too small to 
be considered a trend, Con- 
servative leaders can still 
learn a big lesson from this 
one-sided trend. 

There is less than a week 
before the elections, but 
mainstream polls do not con- 
sider Conservative candi- 
dates in the queue in any of 
Brampton's ridings. Bramp- 
ton South, Brampton Centre 
and Brampton West each 
have a 15 per cent chance of 
winning the seat, whil 
Brampton North sits at 13 
per cent, and Brampton East 
at 10 per cent. 


Accurate election surveys 
often cannot be trusted, be- 
cause sometimes they fail to 
understand the feelings of 
the local community, but 
there are still some truths 
that prove this survey. 

With regards to a know- 
how of the emotions of the 
local people, the failure of 
the Conservatives to bolster 
ties with the Muslim and 
Sikh network in Peel Region 
is of particular note. 

The Sikh community is 
more energetic politically 
than some others in this neck 
of the woods. Apart from 
Arpan Khanna, a Tory candi- 
date from Brampton North, 
any Tory candidate can 
rarely declare that he has a 
base like the Liberals and the 
NDP does so within the Sikh 


@glen_mcgregor 


Andrew Scheer event in Brampton is supposed to start 
shortly. Crowd, so far, is really small. About 100 people, 


Glen McGregor @ 


community. 

Basically, Brampton Con- 
servative voters are not sat- 
isfied with the way 
hand-picked applicants have 
been nominated in among 
the ridings, and to some, 
they are not candidates who 
Bramptonians themselves 
want to be their representa- 
tive. The mystery of the “dis- 
appearing candidate” has 
now turned into a troubling 
factor. 

This phenomenon is not 
confined to just Mississuaga- 
Malton or the Conservative 
Party. In many other con- 
stituencies, the nomination 
has been made in favour of a 
party insider. 

I have written several arti- 
cles regarding the candidate 
nomination in different print 


excluding campaign staff. #elxn43 _ 


a stand against Bill 21 


election and its vote bank. 
Support for Thursday’s mo- 
tion was unanimous, with 
mayors of all three municipal- 
ities pledging to fight against 
intolerance and saying the bill 
is unconstitutional. The mo- 
tion also asks all of the major 
federal parties to formally 
challenge Bill 21 should they 


win Monday’s election. 

The motion made at Re- 
gional Council follows a simi- 
lar decision made by Peel 
Police Services Board earlier 
this year. The board directed 
Peel Police to condemn the bill 
and pay for recruitment ads to 
be used in Quebec. 


and online newspapers about 
which different candidates 
were rejected by the Conser- 
vative Party in Brampton. 

It has not been seen re- 
cently that the senior leader- 
ship of the party has made 
any concerted effort to elim- 
inate the scandals in the 
nominations. 

Given these conditions, it 
can be said that Brampton 
and its influential riders will 
need to have luck and hard 
work on their side if they 
want to see Tory candidates 
win. 

If Brampton sees a defeat 
in the party, its credibility 
will diminish the Liberal and 
NDP's popularity and 
weaken the Conservative 
leadership. 


Robbers nabbed after break- 


and-enters 


Five people have been 
arrested in connection 
with a string of break- 
and-enter incidents that 
took place in Peel Re- 
gion, police announced 
last week. 

21 Division’s Break 
and Enter Unit said that 
four males and one fe- 
male have been nabbed 
in relation to the inci- 
dents, which took place 
throughout Mississauga 
and Brampton over the 
last two months. 

A total of fifteen com- 
mercial break-and-en- 
ters and one robbery 
took place in Brampton 
and Mississauga’s north 
end areas in Aug. and 
Sep. 2019. In total, over 
ten thousand dollars 
worth of property was 
stolen. 


Oil OC, 7, ZOU), Bin 
28-year-old male from 
Toronto, a 36 year-old 
male, 48 year-old male 
and 57 year-old male 
from Mississauga, anda 
28 year-old female of 
no fixed address were 
arrested and charged 
with multiple offenses, 
including breaking and 
entering, robbery, prop- 
ery obtained by crime 
and more. 

The suspects appeared 
for a court date in 
Brampton on Oct. 8. 

Anyone who may have 
information concerning 
this investigation is 
asked to contact 21 Di- 
vision’s Break and Enter 
Unit at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 2133. 
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News BUSINESS 


New chamber chapter celebrates Black- 
owned businesses in Peel 


In advance of an up- 
coming business week 
celebration, a local or- 
ganization is launching a 
pioneer initiative to pro- 
mote and_ celebrate 
Black-owned businesses 
in Canada. 

In keeping with Octo- 
ber being Small Business 
Month, the Canadian 
Black Chamber of Com- 
merce has declared the 
last week of October 
(Oct. 28 - Nov. 2) as 
Canadian Black Business 
Week. 

The idea of Canadian 
Black Business Week is to 
highlight the important 
contributions of 

Black-owned busi- 
nesses to the Canadian 
economy and to promote 
greater business owner- 
ship within the Black 
community, including 
throughout Peel Region. 

“We want to both cele- 


brate the success of Black 
business owners and to 
shine a spotlight on the 
challenges that they con- 
tinue to face,” says An- 
dria Barrett, President of 
the Canadian Black 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“We are also grateful to 
our Black Business Week 
sponsors, and look for- 
ward to partnering with 
other progressive organ- 
izations who believe in 
the Chamber’s mission to 
build strong black busi- 
nesses across Canada.” 
The Chamber has cre- 
ated a specific logo for 
Canadian Black Business 
Week and has organized 
a full line-up of online 
and off-line events to 
mark the week. 
Highlights of the week 
include the launch of two 
new chapters dedicated 
to supporting Black- 
owned businesses, in- 


cluding one in Durham 


Region, which will 
launch on Oct. 24, and 
one in Peel Region, 


which takes place on Oct. 
29 at Brampton City Hall, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Additionally, the organ- 
ization plans to launch 
the Black Chamber Mar- 
ketplace - a one-stop on- 
line shop where 
members can buy afford- 
able website domains 
and hosting in order to 
set up an online pres- 
ence. 

The Chamber will also 
publish an article on its 
business website, 
blackchamber.ca, show- 
casing 30 of the top 
Black-owned businesses 
in Canada, and plans to 
host a business panel on 
“Creating Wealth & Op- 
portunity through Entre- 
preneurship,” which will 
include a half-day of in- 


teractive panel discus- 
sions with entrepreneurs 
representing every con- 
stituency within’ the 


Canadian Black Chamber 
— Junior Chamber, Young 
Professionals and _ the 
main Chamber. 

MPP Mitzie Hunter will 
open the event, and Vi- 
vian Kaye, CEO of Kinky- 


CurlyYaki and business 
coach to other e-com- 
merce companies, will 
have a keynote. 

The expo take place on 
Saturday, Nov. 2 at The 
Lucie and Thornton 
Blackburn Conference 
Centre (80 Cooperage 
Street, Toronto), named 
ater refugee slaves from 


Kentucky who started 
Toronto’s first taxicab 
company. Admission to 
the event costs $15 for 
members and $25 for 
non-members. 

For more information 
on the initiative, visit 
blackbusinessweek.ca. 


A new water waste collec- 


cient and safe for staff,” said 


per year. “This innovative 


New water waste collector installed in city’ S south end 


tor is set to take a bite out of 
debris left in Lake Ontario. 

The City of Mississauga 
installed a Seabin, a water 
waste collector, at the Credit 
Village Marina on Aug. 29 to 
test on a trial basis. 

The city’s waterfront con- 
tinues to be a favourite des- 
tination for many residents, 
which makes the project 
very important, said its di- 
rector of parks, forestry and 
environment. 

“We work hard to ensure 
our marinas, parks and nat- 
ural areas are kept clean. 
Given increased concern 
over plastics and other con- 
taminants in the water, this 
device allows us to collect 
and dispose of waste in our 
marina in a way that is effi- 


Jodi Robillos. “Not only does 
the waste collector help to 
restore the overall cleanli- 
ness of the water, but it also 
provides us with a great op- 
portunity to educate boaters 
and residents about the im- 
portance of keeping plastic 
and waste out of our lakes 
and waterways.” 

The waste collector is 
bolted to the dock at the 
south-east corner of the ma- 
rina. It continuously sucks 
in water from the lake’s sur- 
face to catch any debris, in- 
cluding cigarette butts, 
micro-plastics and spilled 
oil and fuel. 

According to the Seabin 
Project, the device can hold 
20 kilograms of debris and 
can catch one ton of debris 


device does not have a neg- 
ative impact on marine ani- 
mals and wildlife. In the 
situation where a fish ends 
up in the Seabin’s catch 
basin, it will not be harmed 
in the underwater filter and 
can easily be returned to the 
lake,” said Robillos. 

The device will be opera- 
tional during regular ma- 
rina hours, with City staff 
monitoring the device daily 
and recording the kind of 
debris that is collected. 

Both of the City’s marinas, 
Credit Village Marina and 
Lakefront Promenade Ma- 
rina, have previously re- 
ceived a five star anchor 
rating for environmental 
practices. 
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Shoppers kicks off fundraising for local hospital 


Brampton-area Shop- 
pers Drug Mart stores 
kicked off the Growing 
Women’s Health cam- 
paign to support Bramp- 
ton Civic Hospital’s 
Labour and Delivery unit 
and its Cardiology unit 
this past week, in sup- 
port of women’s heart 
health. 

Through Nov. 1, area 
residents can donate to 
the campaign at local 
Shoppers Drug Mart loca- 
tions, with donations 
going directly to William 
Osler Health System 
Foundation (Osler Foun- 
dation) to support 
women’s health initia- 
tives at Brampton Civic. 

“At William Osler 
Health System, we rely 
on donations from our 
community to equip our 
hospitals, which can help 
provide women with the 
support they need to bet- 
ter their health,” said Ken 
Mayhew, the president 


and CEO of Osler Foun- 
dation. “Through the 
Shoppers Drug Mart 
Growing Women’s Health 
campaign, members of 
the Brampton community 
can make a difference in 
the lives of women by 
making donations both 
big and small.” 

Each fall, the campaign 
provides customers with 
the opportunity to pur- 
chase and personalize a 
Growing Women’s Health 
icon, which are promi- 
nently displayed on the 
Growing Women’s Health 
tree in all participating 
stores. 

Residents can support 
women in communities 
across Canada by visiting 
any local participating 
Shoppers Drug Mart 
store and purchasing a 
“leaf” for a toonie, a 
“putterfly” for $5, an 
“apple” for $10 or a “blue 
bird” for $50. 

The Growing Women’s 


Health campaign is held 
across Canada and is one 
of the leading partner- 
ship programs of the 
SHOPPERS LOVE. YOU. 
platform, which is part of 


the annual Growing 
Women’s Health cam- 
paign. 


The initiative offers pa- 
tients, customers and 
employees the opportu- 
nity to donate directly to 
the organizations that 
make a difference in their 
own communities. 

Since 2002, the Grow- 
ing Women’s Health cam- 
paign has raised more 
than $35 million for 
Canadian health chari- 
ties. In 2019, over 500 
women’s health charities 
across Canada will bene- 
fit from the campaign’s 
proceeds with 100 per 
cent of funds staying in 
the community where 
they are raised. 


Caledon Business Profile - BOLTS Plus 


Recently, Brian and Glenn 
Wood, Shawn Innis and Jay 
Mason proudly celebrated 
the grand opening of their 
fourteenth location of 
BOLTS Plus in Caledon. They 
spoke about the opening of 
their new location and their 
thoughts on local business. 


Q) Where did it all begin? 

A) The nucleus of BOLTS 
Plus is a group of four ener- 
getic partners (Brian and 
Glenn Wood, Shawn Innis 
and Jay Mason) our associa- 
tion stretches back to grow- 


ing up in Caledon. Coinci- 
dentally, following gradua- 
tion we all worked in the 
industrial and fastener mar- 
ket. 

BOLTS Plus was founded 
in Oct. 2003 and opened its 
first location in Brampton 
Mar. 2004. 

In just 15 short years, 
BOLTS Plus has passed two 
major milestones. We’ve in- 
troduced our one-stop re- 
tail-style concept to 
thousands of local industrial 
supply customers and expe- 
rienced our expansions. 


We now have outlets in 14 
locations across Southern 
Ontario, (and) we have 
quickly established our- 
selves as a_ single-source 
supplier for everything from 
hard-to-find fasteners and 
safety supplies, to industrial 
maintenance products and 
tools. 


Q) What do you offer here? 

A) We like to refer to the 
store concept as a one-stop 
source. We are committed to 
stocking the entire line of 
the suppliers we represent. 

It means we have product 
in stock when it’s needed, 
and often that’s a hard to 
find size or other item that 
most businesses like ours 
don’t carry; things like 16” 
long bolts, or left-hand 
threads. 

We realize most compa- 
nies are structured to work 
on a Just-In-Time basis, 
which makes timing even 
more important than in the 
past. With strict cost con- 
trols and the challenges to 
make every shift profitable, 
break-downs and delays can 
have notably negative ef- 
fects on a manufacturer’s 
bottom line. 


We know the importance 
of meeting needs, and we 
know it’s crucial to do it ina 
time frame that makes a dif- 
ference. 

Maintaining our stature as 
a single-source, full-service 
means that new items are 
constantly arriving. Today, 
all BOLTS Plus locations 
offer everything from abra- 
sives, adhesives and lubri- 
cants, to several grades of 
chain, safety supplies, tools 
and work lights, to hand 
cleaners, flashlights and 
springs - and of course 
screws, washers, nuts, and 
bolts. 


Q) How do you stay cur- 
rent with what’s happening 
in your industry? 

A) The management 
group at BOLTS Plus has a 
combined total of more than 
200 years of experience and 
each brings a wealth of 
knowledge and understand- 
ing of the industry. 

We maintain constant 
contact with our customers 
and suppliers. 

Staying in touch with 
what’s happening in the in- 
dustry is another bench- 
mark of the management 


style at BOLTS Plus. Regular 
visits to trade shows 
throughout North America 
to see new products and 
catch trends is only a part of 
the planning that goes into a 
constantly expanding and 
often changing line of prod- 
ucts. 


Q) How do you maintain 
great customer service? 

A) The entire crew at 
BOLTS Plus, which has now 
grown to over 95 people, is 
dedicated to a high level of 
service and the desire to en- 
sure the customer is happy. 

We pride ourselves on 
having answers when 
they’re needed. With a daily 
delivery service and a large 
selection of products. 

We thrive on_ service. 
When you dial our number, 
the phone will be answered 
by someone who is helpful 
and knowledgeable, not an 
automated system. We like 
to be available to answer 
questions and make sugges- 
tions. 

In the rare case that we 
don’t have what a customer 
needs, we’re happy to 
source it for them and get it 
to them as quickly as possi- 


ble. 

We also keep our cus- 
tomer base informed. To say 
thanks and show our appre- 
ciation to clients who fre- 
quent all locations, we have 
established regular Cus- 
tomer Appreciation events 
that center around a bar- 
beque and have the added 
feature of demonstrations 
and product introductions 
from major suppliers. 

We have the luxury of see- 
ing new items at trade 
shows and get samples from 
our suppliers. Without these 
events our customers often 
wouldn’t see these new 
products in the store until 
months later. This way they 
can touch and try things up- 
front. 

We’re always looking for 
good people to come work 
with us and we’re always 
looking for new opportuni- 
ties. The next BOLTS Plus is 
always right around the cor- 
ner. 


BOLTS Plus is located at 
8800 George Bolton Park- 
way, in Bolton. For more in- 
formation, visit boltsplus.ca. 
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New report outlines impact of child poverty in GTA, Peel 


Anon-partisan advocacy 
group is sounding the alarm 
for federal election candi- 
dates to act on child poverty, 
which is impactng munici- 
palities throughout the GTA, 
including Peel Region, and 
the rest of the country. 

With just a few days be- 


fore the federal election, 
Campaign 2000's new re- 
port, Child Poverty by Fed- 
eral Riding: The Work 
Ahead for Canada's New 
Parliament, on child poverty 
across Canada shows only 
moderate and unbalanced 
reductions, and in some 
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cases, increases in child 
poverty between 2015 and 
2017. 

The Canada Child Benefit 
was introduced in July 2016 
and fully implemented in 
2017, so its maximum 
poverty reduction effect has 
been assessed, and _ is 
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smaller than advocates 
hoped for. 

A new infographic tool de- 
signed in partnership with 
the Canadian Centre for Pol- 
icy Alternatives and re- 
leased alongside the Report, 
allows members of the pub- 
lic to scroll over ridings 
across the country to find 
out how many children are 
living below the poverty line 
in each federal riding, with 
related statistics included. 

Ridings with the highest 
rate of child poverty are also 
home to the highest propor- 
tion of Indigenous and 
racialized people, immi- 
grants and lone parent led 
households. 

"Child and family poverty 
is a reality in every single 
riding in the country. 
Poverty means there are too 
many children suffering 
hunger, ill health and stress 
beyond their years in com- 
munities across the coun- 
try," says Leila Sarangi, 
Campaign 2000's national 
coordinator. 

"Given Canada's wealth, 
no child should go to bed 
hungry. No parent should be 
forced to choose between 
paying rent and buying 
medication or miss out on 


work or training for lack of 
quality affordable childcare. 
With every riding affected 
by poverty, every candidate 
of every party should be 
talking about how they will 
tackle it." 

The Federal Government 
released their first Poverty 
Reduction Strategy last year, 
and while an official poverty 
measure was included with 
the strategy, Campaign 
2000's report finds that the 
method does not accurately 
capture the levels of poverty 
faced by many, in particular 
children living in northern 
and Indigenous communi- 
ties. 

"Not only is the current 
state of child poverty in the 
country unacceptable, but 
the Federal Government 
chose a measurement that is 
subjective, outdated, and 
only measures material 
poverty. People are being 
left out," said Dr. Sid Frankel 
of the University of Mani- 
toba. "It has the dangerous 
effect of underestimating 
poverty in communities that 
need the most support and 
investment." 

While the national poverty 
rate dropped from 20.9 per 
cent in 2015 to 18.7 per cent 


THURSDAY 


in 2017, Campaign 2000's 
report found that 28 ridings 
in seven provinces saw child 
poverty rates rise in the 
same period - nearly 5,000 
more children living in 
poverty. 

While decreases of urban 
child poverty have occurred 
in some of Toronto's poorest 
neighbourhoods, reductions 
are almost flatlining in 
nearby Brampton. The re- 
port also indicates a trend of 
poverty moving to the outer 
suburbs, as urban housing 
unaffordability intensifies. 

"In Toronto, 14 of our 25 
federal ridings have the 
highest rate of child poverty. 
Modest decreases are not 
good enough," says Sarangi. 
"Income security measures 
like the CCB and invest- 
ments in housing and child- 
care are crucial to the 
process of alleviating child 
poverty, both here and 
across the country. The next 
federal government must 
commit to doing more, espe- 
cially partnering with local 
communities to develop 
local solutions." 

The report can be ac- 
cessed at campaign.2000.ca. 


O/T 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


SMALL 
BUSINESS 
WEEK 


OCT 24 


4:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
RENAISSANCE BY THE CREEK 


3045 Southcreek Road 


~ NETWORKING 
‘ APPETIZERS 
‘ DOOR PRIZES 


SHOWCASE 


ELEVATE YOUR BRAND AS AN EXHIBITOR 


BOOK YOUR SHOWCASE SPACE TODAY! 
CONTACT: INFO@MBOT.COM OR CALL (905) 273-6151 


WWW.MBOT.COM 


TITLE SPONSOR: 


bdc 


SILVER SPONSOR: 


PDN October 17, 2019_Layout 1 2019-10-17 4:34 PM Page 17 


Oct. 17, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 17 


Residents invited to give input on city’s 
affordable housing strategy 


With affordable housing on 
the minds of residents in the 
run-up to the federal election, 
Brampton is looking for pub- 
lic input to help shape an up- 
coming strategy document. 

The city will be hosting a 
series of public consultations 
as it develops its inaugural 
Affordable Housing Strategy, 
which seeks to give greater 
accessibility and affordability 
to locals looking to purchase 
a house. 

The decision to create a 
strategy document was 
spurred by a spike in popula- 
tion growth in the city, as well 
as discussions with other res- 
idents, said Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 

“With our city’s population 
expected to grow by 50 per 
cent over the next 25 years, 
improving the prosperity of 
our residents is a key factor in 
ensuring Brampton is a city 
of opportunity,” Brown said 
Tuesday. “Housing Brampton 
is a bold step forward to 
make our city more inclusive, 
livable and community fo- 
cused.“ 

The city will host four com- 
munity consultation events, 
which will collect feedback 
and input from the commu- 


nity. Residents are encour- 
aged to attend to share their 
views on affordable housing 
and their housing needs. 

The upcoming events in- 
clude: 

- Public Open House: Tues- 
day, Oct. 22 at Brampton City 
Hall Atrium (2 Wellington 
Street West), beginning at 
4:30 p.m. 

- Public Workshop #1: 
Thursday, Oct. 24 at Spring- 
dale Library (10705 Bramalea 
Road), beginning at 6 p.m. 

- Public Workshop #2: 

Tuesday, Oct. 29 at Mount 
Pleasant Community Centre, 
Paul Hunt Room B (100 Com- 
muter Drive), beginning at 6 
p.m. 
- Public Workshop #3: 
Tuesday, Nov. 5 at Knights- 
bridge Senior Centre Audito- 
rium (1A Knightsbridge 
Road), beginning at 6 p.m. 

Affordable housing contin- 
ues to be a challenge for resi- 
dents in Brampton and cities 
across the Greater Toronto 
Area. 

Earlier this year, Brampton 
councillors heard from resi- 
dents who said that an af- 
fordable housing crisis 
coupled with an increasing 
reliance on soup kitchens and 


food banks have contributed 
to an unsustainable situation 
for many families 

Part of the reason why res- 
ident visits to food banks and 
soup kitchens has gone up is 
due to an increasing portion 
of their monthly salary going 
towards paying rent, Roberts 
explained, citing a report dis- 
tributed by the Mississauga 
Food Bank last year that lists 
more than one-third of resi- 
dents spending 30 per cent or 
more of their monthly income 
on housing, with food bank 
clients spending 64 per cent 
of their income on housing. 

While the Region of Peel is 


Be aw 
in ?, 


the local housing authority 
that provides affordable 
rental units, the City is re- 
sponsible for land use plan- 
ning. Housing Brampton will 
focus on increasing the num- 
ber of affordable rental and 
ownership units that are cre- 
ated. 

The City will work with res- 
idents, housing providers, 
community stakeholders, and 
all levels of government to 
develop a “made in Bramp- 
ton” strategy that responds to 
the current and future hous- 
ing needs of Brampton resi- 
dents. 


Brampton boasts stable 
AAA credit rating 


Steady as she goes. 

The City of Brampton an- 
nounced last week that it 
has maintained its AAA 
credit rating for 2019, 
along with a stable outlook. 

The AAA rating, affirmed 
by Standard & Poor Global, 
is the highest credit rating 
a municipality can receive. 
According to a recent deci- 
sion by the ratings com- 
pany, the AAA raing 
reflects the city’s solid fi- 
nancial management. 

S&P Global states that a 
number of factors con- 
tribute to the City’s strong 
credit rating. “Brampton 
maintains an exceptional 
liquidity position, with a 
debt service coverage level 
stronger than that of 
peers,” the report states, 
also adding that it has 
taken the necessary steps 
to meet its growth needs 
and manage its finances 
prudently, and has pro- 
vided transparent, easy-to- 
access _ disclosure to 
pertinent information and 
prepares detailed operating 
and capital budgets. 

As a city with sound fi- 
nancial management and 
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commitment to govern- 
ment excellence, Brampton 
has maintained its strong 
credit rating, said Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 

“The City’s resilient fi- 
nancial standing is one of 
many factors that make 
Brampton attractive for in- 
vestment,” Brown said 
Thursday. “This rating sup- 
ports our efforts to bring 
more foreign direct invest- 
ment into the city.” 

Brown’s words were 
shared by regional council- 
lor Paul Vicente, who also 
serves as the vice chair of 
the city’s budget commit- 
tee. 

“Brampton’s solid finan- 
cial position is a vote of 
confidence for our commu- 
nity and investors,” said Vi- 
cente. “As one of the 
fastest-growing cities in 
Canada, and one that sits 
on the Innovation Corridor, 
it is our responsibility to 
balance the needs of our di- 
verse community, includ- 
ing residents and 
businesses. We are com- 
mitted to being financially 
responsible in our ap- 
proach.” 
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Has Trudeau broken an election promise? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Last week, a Toronto-based 
country radio host spent a seg- 
ment of his daily show prais- 
ing Justin Trudeau, which is 
not an uncommon occurrence 
for him. 

During last year’s municipal 
elections, he sang similar 
praises of Brampton Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey, but she was 
soundly defeated. To ensure 
Trudeau's admonitions were 
not lacking, the host brought 
another friend to the line, and 
then the two praised the 
Prime Minister. The devotee 
on the line went on to say that 
Justin Trudeau fulfilled 90 per 
cent of his promises in 2015, 
which is a record in itself. 
Never has a leader achieved so 
many pledges, and those who 
left are working on them. 

I laughed heartily when I 
heard that, as Trudeau's 
record page was whispering in 
my mind. Sadly, it's the other 
way around - 10 per cent of 
those promises have been ful- 
filled, and 90 per cent have 
been broken. 
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Trudeau fulfilled only one of 
2015's promises, and it was 
the legalization of cannabis. 
Contracts are opening up 
everywhere in Canada, but the 
smuggling of cannabis contin- 
ues and is growing . People are 
looking for seeds to grow at 
their own homes, but compa- 
nies are keeping them out of 
the reach of the public. In the 
next few years, these seeds 
will become common, and I 
predict we will see them up to 
30 per cent of households in 
Canada. 

Trudeau has not fulfilled 
any other promise he made in 
2015. The most significant 
promise that Trudeau failed to 
act on is to balance Canada's 
budget this year. He promised 
to run a budget deficit of 
about $20 billion a year for the 
first three years, but would 
bring the budget into a billion- 
dollar surplus in his mandate's 
fourth year (2019). 

The state budget has run for 
four years, and the 2019 
budget sits at a $19.8 billion 
deficit. Canada's debt burden 
has increased by $74 billion 
over Trudeau's four years. 
Thus, Trudeau has broken this 
big election promise. 

I think Trudeau is a dynamic 
figure, and a breath of fresh 
air. So far, I really like what I 
see in terms of his record, but 
I'll tell you what worries me 


about him. 

He has no plan on how to 
balance the budget. He's an- 
nounced some ambitious poli- 
cies and plans, and he's 
warned us that there's three 
years of deficits in the future. 

Canadians were ok with 
that, but Canadians want to 
know about Year Four. What's 
his plan for making up the in- 
evitable shortfall? They hon- 
estly don't think he has a plan. 
Sunny optimism and charisma 
only takes you so far. 

His honeymoon with Cana- 
dians won't last forever. At 
some point, Quebec will make 
demands. B.C. will push back 
on something. Alberta was 
itching to take the gloves off 
over energy. First Nations, 
long ignored, were expecting 
big things. How will Trudeau 
deal with all these conflicts? 
He's an unknown quantity, 
and people wonder if he has 
what it takes to draw the line 
and stand firm. I wonder the 
same. 

Regardless, he's a bright fel- 
low. He's got some good, expe- 
rienced talent in his benches. 
He should weather things 
well. But he failed in this mat- 
ter. 

Trudeau promised to change 
Canada's electoral system, 
saying that the 2015 election 
would be the last election 
under the 'First Past Post’ 
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election system but aban- 
doned that promise a year 
after the government was 
formed. 

Trudeau promised to pro- 
vide an accountable and trans- 
parent government, but in 
Trudeau's government, these 
two qualities have disap- 
peared. Ministers Jody Wilson 
and Jane Philpott were 
dropped from the party when 
they wanted to reveal the 
truth in the SNC Lavalin case. 

Trudeau promised to reduce 
taxes on the middle class but 
did not fulfill it. Instead, he 
imposed a carbon tax on peo- 
ple, which has yet to be in- 
creased. 

During the 2015 election 
campaign, Trudeau had many 
plans to curb crime, but today 
gun and gang violence have 
increased. Now the promise of 
banning handguns and auto- 
matic guns is finally being 
acted upon, while crime is 
linked to illegal guns that have 
no effect on any kind of ban. 

In the case of immigration, 
Trudeau was supposed to ease 
family reunification, but peo- 
ple had noticed that this year, 
when the time came for par- 
ents to apply for sponsorship, 
the requirement was met 
within five minutes. 

People kept shouting as they 
gathered to meet government 
requirements. Flat-out immi- 


Celebrating Healthy Parks and 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


We are incredibly fortu- 
nate to have large and beau- 
tiful green spaces across 
Dufferin-Caledon. 

For example, Belfountain 
Provincial Park in Caledon 
and Mono Cliffs Provincial 
Park in Dufferin provide the 
opportunity to get outside 
with family and friends—es- 
pecially during autumn as 
trees change their colours. 

Across the province, there 
are hundreds of parks, hik- 
ing trails and public spaces 
to explore. 

Studies show that spend- 
ing time in nature and green 
space has a positive impact 
on our health and wellbeing. 

Some examples of the pos- 
itive link between nature 
and our health include 
lower blood pressure, re- 
duced risk of cardiovascular 
and respiratory diseases, 
and a faster recovery from 
surgery or illness. 

The benefits of nature on 
our health go beyond the 
physical. Time in nature can 
reduce our stress levels and 


mental fatigue, as well as in- 
crease our mood, self-es- 
teem, and attention span. 

Canadians are not spend- 
ing as much time in nature 
as we used to. On average, 
Canadians spend 69 per 
cent of our waking hours 
sitting down, and over 90 
per cent of our time in- 
doors—more than any other 
point in history. 

This means that we are 
not getting the full range of 
health benefits that come 
from spending time out- 
doors. 

For our youngest genera- 
tion especially, play-time in 
nature is an essential part of 
healthy development. 

That is why, as part of our 
Made-in-Ontario Environ- 
ment Plan to help protect 
and preserve our environ- 
ment, we identified the pro- 
motion of parks and 
increased recreational op- 
portunities as a key pillar 
necessary for a healthy en- 
vironment and healthy peo- 
ple. 


This importance is also 
identified in the Healthy 
Parks, Healthy People move- 
ment, which is a worldwide 
effort to promote the link- 
ages between nature and 
human health. 

One way we are following 
through on this commit- 
ment is by launching a pub- 
lic consultation about how 
to ensure the health benefits 
of nature are fully realized 
for all Ontarians. 

We want to hear from you 
about how we can improve 
Ontario Parks programs, 
policies and partnerships to 
connect more people with 
the health benefits of na- 
ture. 

Feedback from the consul- 
tation will help develop pro- 
grams that are more 
effective, policies and part- 
nerships to improve Ontari- 
ans’ awareness and access 
to the health benefits of 
provincial parks and green 
spaces. 

From now until Nov. 25, 
submit your input and en- 


gage in the conversation 
through our online survey. 

Minister Jeff Yurek, On- 
tario’s Minister of the Envi- 
ronment, Conservation, and 
Parks, will be reporting back 
on what he hears in spring 
of 2020. 


gration has become more ac- 
cessible and now sells at 
cheaper prices. 

Trudeau used to say that 
Harper impacted Canada's 
role in the world, which he 
will restore. Today, four years 
after Trudeau's _ election, 
Canada sits in the top five of 
the most powerful countries 
in the world, and has become 
a hit with international fo- 
rums. Yet some people call it 
90 per cent of the promise. 

Trudeau, who failed to de- 
liver on the bold promises, has 
now begun to make even big- 
ger promises to rule for four 
other years. Promises are 
being made to give people big 
buckets. 

The other thing is that 
Trudeau has now abandoned 
the idea of balancing the 
budget. Releasing his election 
program, Justin Trudeau has 
said that people no longer care 
about deficit budgets and ac- 
cumulating debt. Perhaps 
Trudeau's words also meant 
that people now look more at 
government-funded donkeys. 

Trudeau has announced a 
$400 waiver of Canada's citi- 
zenship fee for distributing 
the ballot to the public. Half of 
the people do not have the fees 
to get citizenship. Each immi- 
grant can apply for citizenship 
after living in Canada for 3 
years, and then the whole 


process takes longer. If a new 
immigrant is unable to pay the 
$400 fee after working in 
Canada for three years, they 
will not succeed in this coun- 
try. 

If someone gets seriously ill, 
that's different. But Trudeau 
has a policy of buying votes. 

Experts point out that the 
total government debt to the 
Canadian government has 
reached close to $700 billion, 
with $26 billion in interest 
paid each year. 

This means that $26 billion 
of the government's total 
budget goes out automatically, 
and the actual size of the 
budget gets smaller. The pre- 
vious budget was close to $356 
billion, of which $26 billion 
was taken out of interest, 
while the operating budget 
was only $ 330 billion. Now 
Trudeau has asked for a split 
in the budget, with a $27.3 bil- 
lion deficit budget in the first 
year of becoming prime min- 
ister, $23.7 billion in the sec- 
ond year, $21.8 billion in the 
third year, and $21 billion 
deficit in the fourth year. This 
would bring the Canadian 
government's total debt to $ 
800 billion. Interest will rise, 
and the economic downturn 
will only get worse. 

Voting Trudeau means sink- 
ing the country into more debt 
and into huge trouble. 


Healthy People 


I strongly encourage you 
to read our entire Made-in- 
Ontario Environment Plan, 
which also outlines our gov- 
ernment’s plan to help pro- 
tect our air, land, and water; 
address litter and reduce 
waste; reduce Ontario’s 


greenhouse gas emissions; 
and address the impacts of 
climate change. 

To find out more regard- 
ing our environment plan, 
visit ontario.ca/environ- 
mentplan or call my office at 
1-800-265-1603. 
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Local athletes set to join prestigious athletic club 


Nandini Sharma (Submitted Photo) 


Brampton’s Nandini 
Sharma and Mississauga’s 
Lyle Fernandes have joined 
one of the most prestigious 
athletic clubs in Canada. 

The Peel athletes were 
named this week as two of 
55 young Canadian athletes 
from both summer and win- 
ter sports selected by Petro- 
Canada and the COC to 
receive Fuelling Athletes 
and Coaching Excellence 
(FACE) Program grant. 

These athletes and their 
coaches have been awarded 
a $10,000 FACE grant to 
help them with their jour- 
ney ($5,000 directly to the 
athlete and $5,000 to their 
coach). FACE grants are 
often used for training, 
equipment and travel ex- 
penses. 

Past recipients include Na- 
talie Wilkie (Para Cross 
Country ski), Mac Marcoux 
(Para Alpine Ski) and Rosie 
MacLennan (Gymnastics) - 
all who earned medals for 
Canada at the most recent 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. 

Sharma is a multisport 


para-athlete selected for the 
honour due to the potential 
she’s shown in athletics 
(100m and 400m). 

She was also invited to 
Hockey Canada’s 2019 
Nextgen Para Hockey 
Prospects Camp. A student 
at Ryerson, she has paraple- 
gia as the result of a car ac- 
cident in 2010 

Fernandes is a_ Field 
Hockey forward with the 
Canadian mens Junior De- 
velopment Squad. A Missis- 
sauga native and resident, 
he has been on Field Hockey 
Canada’s radar since being 
identified in the summer of 
2014. 

Developed by  Petro- 
Canada, the Canadian 
Olympic Committee (COC) 
and Canadian Paralympic 
Committee (CPC), and facil- 
itated by their National 
Sport partners, the FACE 
Program supports up-and- 
coming athletes who are 
striving to represent Canada 
at the Olympic or Para- 
lympic Games, but don't yet 
qualify for government 
funding. 


Local athlete Lyle Fernandes (Submitted) 


Nathan Todd scored twice 
and Lindsay Sparks had the 
shootout winner as the 
Brampton Beast defeated 
the Adirondack Thunder 4- 
3 on Monday afternoon, in 
their second game of the 
season. 

The Beast came into the 
contest looking for their 
first win of the 2019-20 
season. 

Joey Daccord would make 
his second straight start be- 
tween the pipes for the 
Beast, while Eamon 
McAdam _ patrolled’ the 
crease for the Thunder. 

The Beast would get on 
the board first with a goal 
from Nathan Todd. The 
shot bounced in on 
McAdam and Todd was 
waiting in the crease to 
bang it home for a 1-0 lead 
at 14:16. TJ Melancon and 
Brenden Miller would draw 
the assists. 

With just over a minute 
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to play, the Thunder would 
strike with a goal from 
Robbie Payne. It would be a 
tie game heading into the 
first intermission with the 
shots coming in at 12-8 in 
favour of the visiting Thun- 
der. 

The second frame was all 
about the _ goaltenders. 
McAdam and Daccord made 
some massive saves as the 
action went back and forth 
the entire period. Late in 
the second, the Thunder 
struck once again, this time 
off the stick of Felix Girard. 

That goal made it 2-1 
Adirondack at 17:48. The 
Beast would head into the 
second intermission down 
2-1 but ahead in shots by a 
count of 28-19. 

The third period was ac- 
tion packed all the way to 
the final whistle. The Beast 
struck first to tie the game 
off the shot from Lindsay 
Sparks at 1:06. 


Brampton continued their 
onslaught with a go-ahead 
goal from Nathan Todd at 
4:17. Adirondack wasn’t 
done yet, as they fought 
back to tie it with a late 
goal from Conor Riley at 
7:17. 

Seven minutes of over- 
time solved nothing so the 
game went into a shootout. 
The aforementioned Sparks 
scored the only goal and 
Daccord made all three 
saves as the Beast got their 
first win of the 2019-20 
season by a score of 4-3. 

The three stars of the 
game were 3) Daccord 
(BRA) 2) McAdam (ADK) 1) 
Todd (BRA). The Beast and 
Thunder finished the con- 
test scoreless on the power 
play. 

Brampton will take on the 
Newfoundland Growlers 
this coming Friday and Sat- 
urday for the first away 
games of the campaign. 
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Wolves run wild on Steelheads 


The Mississauga Steelheads returned to the 
Paramount Fine Foods Centre to take on the 
Sudbury Wolves on Sunday afternoon. 

James Hardie opened the scoring on the 
powerplay as he picked up a rebound in front 
of the net to put the Steelheads ahead by one. 
A few minutes later, it was Hardie again who 
found Schwindt in front of the net and made 
no mistake in roofing it past Mitchell Weeks 
to make it 2-0. Sudbury answered 
back, as Cory Stillman fired a 
cross crease pass to Jack Thomp- 
son to cut the Steelheads lead to 
one. 

The Wolves would get one more 
from Isaak Phillips to even the 
score before the teams headed to 
the dressing room. 

The intensity continued to 
mount, as both teams spent time 
in the penalty box to open the sec- 
ond period. Richard Whittaker 
nearly broke the tie, as he skated 
in past Sudbury’s defence and 
ripped a hard shot that could not 
beat the crossbar. The Steelheads 
had some great scoring chances 
before the end of the period, but 
would head into the intermission 
in a 2-2 deadlock. 

Sudbury broke the tie quickly to 
start the third, as it was David 
Levin all alone who beat goal- 
tender Kai Edmonds upstairs. 
Quinton Byfield fired a slapshot 
from the faceoff circle on the pow- 
erplay to increase the Wolves lead 
to two goals. The Steelheads 
would battle hard for the rest of 


the game, but ultimately fall to the Wolves by 
a score of 4-2. Forward James Hardie ex- 
tended his goalscoring streak to 4 games, 
while goaltender Kai Edmonds made 38 
saves in the loss. 

The Steelheads will return to the Para- 
mount Fine Foods Centre this Friday to take 
on the Niagara IceDogs. The puck drops at 7 
p.m. 
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Richmond signed to three-year extension 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads announced Thursday 
that the hockey club signed 
general manager and head 
coach James Richmond to a 
three-year contract exten- 
sion. 

The news comes on the 
heels of back-to-back win’s 
including Richmond’s 100th 
career win as a head coach 
last Friday night. 

Richmond has vast experi- 
ence coaching at all levels. 
Prior to joining the Steel- 
heads, the Mississauga, On- 
tario native coached in 
Europe and the OJHL, where 
he won coach of the year 
twice and the Roger Neilson 
Award. 

In addition to his coaching 
awards in the OJHL, Rich- 
mond is a premier skills de- 
velopment instructor, 
working with players at the 
junior and professional lev- 
els in North America and 
Europe. He also has a Stan- 
ley Cup ring from 2014 asa 
member of the Los Angeles 
Kings player development 
staff. 

The 2019-20 season 
marks the fourth year as 
Steelheads bench boss for 
James Richmond. Since tak- 
ing the reins in 2015, he 
holds a record of (101-86-0- 
23) and has taken the team 
to the playoffs each year in- 
cluding an OHL Finals ap- 
pearance in 2016-2017. 


Richmond has seen 13 Steel- 
heads players drafted over 
his tenure with the team in- 
cluding Thomas Harley, Cole 
Schwindt, Owen Tippett, 
Nicolas Hague, Sean Day, 
Michael McLeod and others. 

Other players to sign with 
NHL teams include Spencer 
Watson (LA), Villi Saarijarvi 
(DET) and Stefan LeBlanc 
(MTL). 

“My family and I are very 
happy knowing we will be 
part of the Steelheads for an 
extended time,” Richmond 
said in a statement last 
week. I would like to thank 
Elliott (Kerr) for the oppor- 
tunity he has provided me 
with. My family and I are 
committed to developing 
young men and _ 
winning a 
Championship 
here in Missis- 
sauga and hav- 
ing Elliott’s 
support is a 
wonderful feel- 
ing... I know 
that success as 
a Team can 
only be 
achieved by 
surrounding 
yourself with 
good _— people @ 
and I believe 
we have the 
best people in 
the Steelheads 
Family!“ 


Richmond is a leader, a 
teacher, a motivator and a 
caring, thoughtful, generous 
and dedicated individual 
who also has a “burning de- 
sire to win,” said Kerr, the 
president of the Steelheads. 

“Tam thrilled and proud to 
announce that the Missis- 
sauga Steelheads have ex- 
tended JR’s agreement for 
three more years through 
2025,” Kerr explained. 

“Character starts at the 
top and we will continue, 
under JR’s leadership, to 
focus on building character 
individuals and character 
hockey players and in the 
process bring champi- 


onships to our great city of 
Mississauga.” 


IRESAR 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


Mayors 


Business Luncheon 


October 25 
11:30 - 1:30 p.m. 


Keynote: 


Building your Dream: 
Building your Community 


MAYOR ALLAN THOMPSON 
INVITES YOU TO ATTEND: 


Royal Ambassador Event Centre 
15430 Innis Lake Road 
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Diwali comes to Brampton with new public display 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Diwali will make a big splash 
in Brampton next year, as the 
city will host its first-ever pub- 
lic display honouring the an- 
nual festival. 

The display was approved at 
Brampton council’s Sep. 16 
meeting, in which it will be 
hosted next fall and is esti- 
mated to cost approximately 
$90,000. 

When people think of South 
Asia, they immediately think of 
India, and typically that has 
been the focus of Diwali (also 
known as “Festival of Lights). 
However, South Asia represents 
more than Indians and Hindus. 
There are Muslims, Sikhs, Jains, 
and all different religions. 
There are hundreds of lan- 
guages and hundreds of di- 
alects. 

When it comes to celebration, 
they all get together as a family 
and celebrate them, no matter 
if it's Diwali, Guru Nanak 
Jayanti, Eid or Christmas. 

For Hindus, Lord Rama - an 
avatar of the Hindu God 
Vishnu, returned home tri- 
umphant after 14 long years of 
exile. To illuminate the path 
through which they return and 
to guide them back home, Diyas 
(clay lamps) were lit every- 
where, and the world was 
bathed in golden hues of light. 

Diwali is one of the most im- 
portant festivals of the year. 
Across India and around the 
world, people gather to wel- 


come the new year and cele- 
brate good prevailing over evil. 

For Sikhs, Diwali is particu- 
larly important because it cele- 
brates the release from prison 
of the sixth guru, Guru Hargob- 
ind, and 52 other princes with 
him, in 1619. 

Diwali often sees rows of clay 
lamps lit by residents on the 
outside of their homes or busi- 
nesses to symbolize the victory 
of light over darkness, or good 
over evil. The festival dates 
back to ancient times when the 
end of the summer harvest sea- 
son was celebrated with much 
pomp and splendor. Therefore, 
Diwali is also referred to as the 
Festival of Lights. 

Diwali is celebrated by many, 
not just as a triumph of good 
over evil, but also as a ritual to 
manifest prosperity. The God- 
dess Lakshmi is the Hindu deity 
associated with wealth and 
prosperity. During Diwali, the 
Lakshmi Puja (Prayer), which 
takes place on the third day, is 
one of the most important cel- 
ebrations. 

In Nepal, the festival is 
known as_ "Deepavali" or 
"Tihar”, though it sees the same 
lighting of diyas (clay oil 
lamps) inside and outside 
homes to dispel the dark. 

In most of the regions, Lord 
Ganesh, the God of wisdom and 
auspiciousness, is worshipped 
on the day of Diwali. Diwali 
marks the anniversary of Nir- 


vana or the liberation of Ma- 
havira's soul in Jainism. In West 
Bengal, Diwali is celebrated to 
worship goddess Kali, who is 
the Goddess of Shakti, which 
means power and energy. 

During Diwali, many families 
come together for friendly 
gambling matches that some- 
times last through the night. At 
the end of the game, partici- 
pants are treated to a plateful 
of sweets, so everyone wins! 

Also, Diwali is dedicated to 
the Goddess Lakshmi, who is 
believed to bring wealth and 
prosperity. In many house- 
holds, the celebrations include 
a puja (worship) of the Goddess 
to pray for health and happi- 
ness and last for five days. 

Many organizations held spe- 
cial events such as live music 
and dance shows for family and 
friends with lots of activities 
going on, including music and 
dance performances, work- 
shops, and kids' activities. Add 
in a huge array of Indian food 
to sample from all the food 
stalls and a massive firework 
display on the during the Di- 
wali celebration, and you have 
the ingredients for a truly mas- 
sive celebration. 

In South India, firecrackers 
can wake you up as early as 5 
a.m.! In East India, this festival 
coincides with the worship of 
Goddess Kali - the divine pro- 
tectress. While most of the Hin- 
dus around the world abstain 


from eating meat. In East India, 
this is the time for feasting and 
serving meaty treats to the 
Goddess as well as alcohol, as 
part of the rituals! 

Diwali also represents a time 
to shop for new clothes, with 
many affording to buy silver or 
gold, hand out sweets with one 
another, and enthusiastic shop- 
pers make the rounds of malls 
and markets for several months 
before the festival begins. 

Traditionally, Diwali is cele- 
brated on the third day of the 
festival, and this year, it falls on 
Oct. 27, 2019. 

The city currently hosts two 
annual fireworks displays on 
Canada Day (July 1) and New 
Year's Eve (Dec. 31). Council 
approved the third fireworks 
display last month, which was 


planned for Garden Square to 
celebrate Diwali. 

Diwali “crackers” used by 
residents have also courted 
controversy in the past. On the 
evening of Nov. 11, 2015, two 
homes in Brampton were gut- 
ted by Diwali fireworks. Be- 
cause of that, Brampton council 
was persuaded to ban the sale 
of fireworks — including stor- 
ing them in homes. The excep- 
tion is that they can be used 
during special holidays such as 
Diwali. 

Most of these unfortunate ac- 
cidents can be prevented by fol- 
lowing these basic tips: 

¢ Discard used fireworks in a 
bucket of water. This way, you 
can avoid people from stepping 
on fireworks thrown on the 
ground and hurting their feet. 


e Always keep the fireworks 
in a closed box. 

¢ While lighting the crackers, 
stand at an arm's length away 
from the cracker. 

¢ Keep buckets of water and 
blankets ready, in case a fire 
breaks out. 

¢ Light only one firework at a 
time, and one person should do 
it. Others should watch from a 
safe distance. 

Diwali is all about spending 
time with loved ones In Canada 
and around the globe, many of 
the groups held Diwali events. 

Check on your social media, 
newspapers and come out and 
spend the day with your family 
and friends; and celebrate Di- 
wali as we do back home. 

Happy Diwali to All! 


Wordsmiths wanted as poetry slam returns to AGM 


'Sauga Poetry Slam CuratorssQurat Dar and 
Hamzah Amin. (Photo by Sharada Eswa) 


Calling all wordsmiths! 

After being postponed last 
month, the ‘Sauga Poetry 
Slam will make its grand re- 
turn to the Art Gallery of 
Mississauga (AGM) next Fri- 
day, Oct. 25, beginning at 
5:30 p.m. 

The once-a-month evening 
of poetry, spoken word and 
friendly competition, cu- 
rated by Qurat Dar and 
Hamzah Amin, is sure to 
please, with plenty of oppor- 
tunities for budding writers 
and creative professionals to 
perform spoken-word pieces 
in front of their peers and 
the city’s writing communit. 

The even will include an 
open mic component, where 
participants can sign up for 
a five-minute timeslot to 


perform, as well as a slam 
that will be judged and 
scored. Participants must 
perform an original work, 
with no props/costumes or 
musical accompaniement, 
with a maximum length of 
three minutes per poem. 
The poems do not have to be 
memorized, but participants 
are asked to have two poten- 
tial poems ready, as the 
event will be a two-round 
slam. 

The event will be hosted 
by local curators Qurat Dar 
and Hamzah Amin. Dar, an 
engineering student at the 
University of Guelph, is an 
emerging author and spoken 
word artist who has had her 
work published in such 
magazines as Augur Maga- 


zine, The Temz Review, and 
Anathema Magazine, while 
Amin is a creative portrait 
and wedding photographer 
based out of Mississauga, 
who has experience working 
in fashion, film, and art di- 
rection. 

Admission to the event is 
free, but a $5 donation/pay- 
what-you-can is suggested. 
Coffee and snacks will be 
provided at the event, which 
begins at the gallery, which 
is located on the ground 
floor of Mississauga City 
Hall (300 City Centre 
Drive). Spaces are limited 
for the event. 

For more information, 
visit the event website at 
artgalleryofmississauga.co 
m/new-events. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


October is the tenth 
month of the Julian calendar 
year, and the sixth of seven 
months to have a length of 
31 days. October was de- 
rived from the Latin “6cto”, 
meaning eight, before Janu- 
ary and February were 
added to the calendar and it 
became the tenth month. 

Thanksgiving was_ first 
celebrated in 1578 when 
Martin Frobisher and his 
crew came together for a 
communal meal to thank 
God for reuniting the crew 


PDN October 17, 2019 Layout 1 2019-10-17 4:34 PM Page 22 


after they were separated 
due to bad weather. The 
next recorded celebration 
was Samuel de Champlain 
in 1606 who organized the 
Order of Good Cheer to 
boost settler's spirits after a 
dreadful winter. 

The feast included enter- 
tainment and was open to 
everyone, including the abo- 
riginals, and continued asa 
weekly tradition followed by 
an annual tradition every 
autumn season. 

Halloween, also called All 


Hallow's Eve, occurs on the 
eve of the Western Christian 
celebration of All Hallow's 
or All Saints Day Oct. 31- a 
day set aside to honor all the 
Saints of Christendom. Hal- 
loween is also a popular cel- 
ebration with ties to the 
Celtic festival of Samhain, a 
celebration of the end of the 
harvest. 

Pumpkin carving is an- 
other Celtic tradition, com- 
ing from Ireland. It’s 
believed to relate to the 
story of an Irishman called 
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Health and Wellness - Shades of October 


Stingy Jack who played 
tricks on everyone he knew, 
including the devil himself. 
He made a compromise with 
the devil that he would leave 
him alone and cease his 
game playing, if the devil 
agreed to save his soul on 
death. 

The devil gave him a hol- 
lowed-out turnip with a 
flame inside to carry 
through darkness for all 
eternity. The Irish adopted 
this idea and used different 
vegetables, carved with 
faces and hollowed out to 
hold burning coals, to ward 
off evil spirits. 

When immigration into 
the US started, pumpkins 
became the most popular 
choice to use for carving and 
candles were used to replace 
the burning coals. 

The October birth flowers 
are the marigolds and cos- 
mos. Marigolds tradition- 
ally symbolized despair and 
grief over a loved one. The 
bright orange and yellow 
hues also represent the 
beauty and warmth of the 
rising Sun, and its power to 
resurrect. 

Cosmos are a symbol of 
order, peace, and serenity. 
The name Cosmos comes 
from the Greek kosmos, 
meaning order, harmony, or 
the world. Spanish mission 
priests in Mexico cultivated 
cosmos in the mission gar- 
dens, and gave it this name 
because of its “evenly placed 
petals.” 


October has two birth- 
stones; Tourmaline and 
Opal. Tourmaline is a fa- 
vorite gemstone for many 
because it’s available in a 
rainbow of beautiful colors. 

Tourmaline is available in 
a spectrum of colors and 
color combinations, such as 
cranberry red, hot magenta, 
bubblegum pink, peach, or- 
ange, canary yellow, mint, 
grass and forest green, 
ocean blue, and violet. 

Opal gemstones are truly 
unique because each indi- 
vidual gem is adorned with 
a one-of-a-kind color combi- 
nation. In ancient times, the 
Opal was known as the 
queen of gems because it en- 
compassed the colors of all 
other gems. 

Each Opal is truly one-of- 
a-kind. Some prefer the 
calming flashes of blues and 
greens; others love the 
bright reds and yellows. As 
you turn and move the Opal, 
the color plays and shifts, 
giving you a gem that can be 
worn with a plethora of en- 
sembles. 

October is the first full 
month of autumn. It is 
when the earth turns to 
beautiful colours. Trees 
stage their most beautiful 
transformation from green 
to red, yellow and orange 
colours and then nothing 
but their beautiful naked 
branches. 

This season is about har- 
vesting and starting the new 
spiritual year. Use the fruits 


of this season - go to the 
farmers’ markets and see 
the harvest as it is. Walk in 
the cool autumn air. 

Do a scavenger hunt and 
collect pinecones, leaves, 
gourds, pumpkins, birch 
bark, chestnuts, seeds, 
acorns, stones, rose hips, 
and twigs. Make decora- 
tions for your home from all 
these beautiful nature 
pieces. 

Look at the elements at 
this time - trees and pine 
cones (earth); frost (water); 
red leaves and_ sunsets 
(fire); autumn air (air). So 
much to enjoy and embrace 
at this time. 

The October Moon’s name 
is Full Hunter’s Moon or Full 
Harvest Moon. The leaves 
are falling from trees, the 
deer are fattened, and it’s 
time to begin storing up 
meat for the long winter 
ahead. Hunters could easily 
see fox and other animals 
come out to glean from the 
fallen grains, because the 
fields were traditionally 
reaped in late September or 
early October. 

Probably because of the 
threat of winter looming 
close, the Hunter’s Moon is 
generally accorded with spe- 
cial honor, historically serv- 
ing as an important feast 
day in both Western Europe 
and among many Native 
American tribes. 

October, take the time to 
enjoy this month and the 
beautiful colours. 


Just a few weeks after 
they hosted their annual 
show in Port Credit, Arts 
on the Credit is bringing a 
new initiative to south 
Mississauga. 

The local arts event an- 
nounced last week that it 
will host a new _ show, 
ARTWEAR, which will run 
from Oct. 25 - 27 at the 
Waterside Inn, located in 
Port Credit. 

The new show will boast 
original clothing, 
millinery, jewellery and 
accessory designs from a 
host of local and national 
talent, said event organ- 
izer Marie Payne. 

“Arts on the Credit is an 
art tour like no other - a 
complete experience of 
original art, interesting, 


creative personalities, fab- 


ulous' restaurants and 
stores, live music and 
community,” Payne told 


Peel Weekly News last 
month during the launch 
event for its 2019 fall art 
show. 

The show is planned to 
feature some of the most 
exciting local designers 
and artisans in Ontario, all 
in one room, said Payne. 

With one of a kind cloth- 
ing, vests, wraps, dresses, 
coats, hats, jewellery and 
interesting upcycled ac- 
cessories, the event is a 
unique opportunity for 
local residents to meet and 
support local artists. 

The event’s focus will be 
on “wearable art”, which 
encompasses everyday and 


extra-special clothing, ac- 
cessories and more that 
can be used for different 
occasions and highlights 
the wearer’s personal 
style. 

A special preview of the 
ARTWEAR show will be 
held on Oct. 25 for those 
keen to view and purchase 
ahead of the show, and 
tickets will be available 
on-line at the Arts on the 
Credit website, said Payne. 

For more information on 
the event to purchase tick- 
ets for the opening night 
event, visit artsonthe- 
credit.ca/artwear or pur- 
chase tickets via 
Eventbrite at 
eventbrite.ca/e/artwear- 
show-2019-tickets- 
74095378271. 
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OCTOBER 25 — 27, 2019 
LIVING ARTS CENTRE, MISSISSAUGA 
4141 LIVING ARTS DRIVE 


S4G4 
RENEE WYNTER 
YESWAY 

LIV MARIE 


NOYZ 


HAVIAH MIGHTY 


SHELDON SABASTIAN 


HOSTED BY JAMAR, CHUM FM 
OCT 27, 6PM 


PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
OCT 25, 2PM TO 7PM 


FREE ADMISSION: TICKETS AVAILABLE 


ea 
Ca d IM PERSON AT UVING ARTS 
Nd d. CENTRE BOX OFFICE 


by Vidya Gopaul 


Have you ever experi- 
enced the feeling that you 
have made huge progress in 
life in the company of 
someone's vibes, energy, 
spirituality and friendship? 
And have you noticed that 
there are times when some- 
one else thrives in your 
vibes, energy, spirituality 
and friendship? 

This is a phenomenon 
that can be explained ina 
scientific way. Sometimes 
we are a catalyst to some- 
one else's life. 

In scientific terms, a cat- 
alyst is a substance that in- 
creases the rate of a 
chemical reaction without 
itself undergoing any per- 
manent chemical change. 

In other words, there are 
occasions when we blossom 
in life just because we are 
in the company of someone 
else's vibes, energy and 
spirituality. Vice versa, it is 
true because you can also 
act as catalyst in someone 
else's life. 

I would like to present a 
story of a time in my life 
where I thrived just be- 
cause I was in the company 
of someone. I will write 
about three examples 
which, in retrospect, are 
examples where I can say 
for sure that I made 
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progress because I was in 
the company of one of three 
souls in my life. 

I clearly remember the 
sequence of events that oc- 
curred in my first year of 
college here in Toronto, 
Canada. I registered in a 
Electronic Engineering 
Technologist program. 

When I came to this beau- 
tiful country, I felt lost in a 
sea of strangers. I did not 
know anybody, and it was 
difficult to make friends 
with the fellow students. 

In that program, we had 
to do experimental assign- 
ments in the laboratory and 
we had to do so in pairs. 
Usually, the professor 
would pair us randomly. I 
was paired with a student 
that I could not make much 
progress with. He was just 
not cooperative, commu- 
nicative and would not 
share his notes- a very 
miserable person. In the 
first few months, my marks 
were not so good and I 
started to worry. 

One day, I was eating my 
lunch when one of my 
classmates joined me. His 
name was Franklin, nnd he 
was from from Haiti. We 
started talking about our 
progress in the class and 
discovered that he he was 


having the same problem as 
I was - that is, his partner 
in the laboratory was secre- 
tive, would not share his 
notes and would not assist 
him when he asked help. 

I said to him, "Why don't 
we become lab partners?" 
He agreed right away and 
immediately, we went to 
our professor and asked 
him if we could work to- 
gether in the laboratory. He 
agreed. 

From then on, we made 
positive progress together, 
scoring A's and B’s in our 
assignments. 

We thrived because I be- 
came his catalyst and vice 
versa. It came naturally 
that we _ worked hard, 
stayed late in the college to 
finish our assignments and 
shared each other's notes. 
We just had great vibes, en- 
ergy and friendship be- 
tween us without any 
reason. With that strong 
foundation, I went on to 
finish my degree in Com- 
puter Sciences at University 
of Toronto. 

The second catalyst in my 
life is my soulmate - my 
wife, Mohinder. Before I 
met her, I had a great job, 
but my personal life in 
terms of romance and rela- 
tionships was not great. I 
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dated numerous women 
and had the usual struggles, 
"What are your good quali- 
ties? Do you like movies? 
Do you like kids? Who are 
the most important people 
in your life? What's your 
big passion? Do you have a 
dream you're pursuing? 
What makes You Unique ? 
Do you want to sign a nup- 
tial?" 

I was a simple guy (still 
am), and just wanted a sim- 
ple and straightforward re- 
lationship with a woman 
that would lead to a mar- 
riage one day. I was at a 
party, and two tables away 
in front of me, there was a 
woman sitting by herself 
waiting for her friend to ar- 
rive. 

Somehow she made an 
eye contact with me. I sum- 
moned up the courage to 
approach her, and after 
talking for half an hour, I 
found out she had the same 
problem in terms of per- 
sonal relationship. She said 
she was - and is - “just a 
simple girl” and want a 
simple and straightforward 
relationship that might lead 
to marriage. At very mo- 
ment, we just "clicked", and 
as the saying goes, history 
was made. 

We had that catalytic 


charisma and chemistry 
that from that very moment 
our lives just started to 
flourish exponentially. 

We only dated a few 
months before we were 
married. Soon after, we had 
two beautiful children, 
bought a house, a new car 
and started to travel the 
world. Now we have two 
grandkids. 

Moreover, before I mar- 
ried my wife, the highest 
rank I could get on my fam- 
ily tree was being a measly 
cousin to my extended fam- 
ily clan. But the minute I 
married my wife, I instantly 
climbed the rank and file on 
the family tree. I became 
some one's uncle, great 
uncle, brother-in-law and 
also a father-in-law. 

The exceptional thing 
about our relationship was 
that I, a Mauritian, married 
a Punjabi girl, which was 
considered to be a “no, no” 
in the Punjabi community 
back then. It created quite a 
buzz in the local Punjabi 
community. But we _ sur- 
vived. 

The third lucky star in my 
life is my daughter, Jyoti. 
She was and is another cat- 
alytic force that brought 
numerous blessings in my 
life. 


ois your lucky star? 


The year she was born, I 
received a huge pay in- 
crease from my company. 
The following year, I was 
promoted to a higher level 
in the management in the 
same company. Through 
the years, I have won a few 
small lotteries. It was with 
her advice that I was able to 
published my first novel, 
"Race The Time." Thanks to 
her, I was able to expedite 
my retirement date, and 
now I am enjoying my life 
the way I want to. 

Therefore, the question is 
- how do you find your 
lucky star? Sometimes it is 
luck. Sometimes it is with 
painstaking research and 
sometimes, it is just at the 
right time, place and mo- 
ment. 

When you find that lucky 
star with energy, vibes, 
spirituality and the chem- 
istry, you will flourish and 
excel to such a height that 
you will amaze yourself. 
Moreover, the comfort, co- 
ziness, warmth and secu- 
rity that the two souls feel 
is beyond comprehension. 
You just have to experience 
them. 

Now, who is your lucky 
star? 


Volunteers “stuff a bus” to support food drive 


This past weekend, 
Mississauga Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie partici- 
pated in Mississauga’s 
first-ever citywide 
Stuff-a-Bus event as 
part of her Thanksgiv- 
ing Food Drive in sup- 
port of The Mississauga 
Food Bank. 

The event saw over 
120 volunteers come to- 
gether at grocery store 
locations across the city 
of Mississauga; collect- 
ing donations of non- 
perishable food items in 
efforts to fill city transit 
and school buses to feed 
hungry neighbours this 
Thanksgiving. 

Food drives at other 
grocery store locations 
were supported by fire 
trucks and members of 


the Mississauga Fire and 
Emergency Services. 

Over 8,000 pounds of 
food and close to $8,500 
was raised by the event 
towards the Mayor’s 
overall campaign goals 
of raising $315,000 and 
250,000 pounds of food 
by Sunday, Oct. 20. 

The community truly 
came together in sup- 
port of the Stuff-a-Bus 
event, said Crombie. 
“The Mississauga Food 
Bank and I are thrilled 
with the incredible sup- 
port the food drive is re- 
ceiving from the citizens 
of Mississauga. I’m con- 
fident that if the city 
continues to be as gen- 
erous as the volunteers 
and individuals who 
gave this weekend, we’ll 


be able to reach our 
campaign _ goals,” she 
said. 

Members of the com- 
munity who want to 
support the Thanksgiv- 
ing Food Drive can drop 
off food donations at 
local fire stations, select 
community centres and 
libraries, grocery stores 
and at The Mississauga 
Food Bank. Financial do- 
nations can be mailed to 
the food bank or made 
online at  themissis- 
saugafoodbank.org. 

The campaign is spon- 
sored by Tim Hortons 
Restaurant Owners of 
Mississauga, Rabba Fine 
Foods, and Enbridge Gas 
Distribution. 
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Dance to the Music from the 30s, 40s, 0s ad 60s 
with the George Lake BIG Band 
* Little Peter and yo ep a 


SPT; Gt 
8:00 to 12:00 Dancing 


Port Credit Legion, Br. 82 (upstairs) 35 Front St. N., Mississauga 
For Information call: Peter Toller 905-274-6131 or Steve Pettafor 905-767-2516 


Tickets $30 each, $35 at the door 


on sale (cash only) at: 


mae) or phone Peter 
at 


Ric’s Recollections 


905-274-6131 
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Recognizing Fire Prevention Week in Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Fire Prevention Week 
ranfrom Oct. 6 to Oct. 12. 
This week was an oppor- 
tunity for all of us to 
learn and remind our- 
selves of the essentials of 
fire prevention in our 
homes and communities, 
as well as the small but 
important actions you 
can take to keep yourself 


and those around you 
safe. 

The theme for this 
year’s Fire Prevention 
Week in Ontario was 
“Not Every Hero Wears a 
Cape. Plan and Practice 
Your Escape.” 

If there is a fire in your 
home, you may have as 
little as one or two min- 


utes to escape safely. 
Planning and practicing 
that escape can help you 
make the most of the 
time you have and giving 
everyone enough time to 
get out. 

I want to encourage 
everyone in Dufferin- 


Caledon to develop and 
practice an escape plan. 


Ontario’s Office of the 
Fire Marshal and Emer- 
gency Management has a 
number of tips for you to 
help improve fire safety, 
including: 

e Install smoke alarms 
on every storey of your 
home and outside all 
sleeping areas. 

e Test smoke alarms 
every month. 

e Include a safe meeting 
place in your home es- 
cape plan and ensure 
everyone in the home 
knows exactly what to do 
in an emergency. 

Dedicated firefighters 
across the province strive 
every day to keep people 
safe. During this year’s 
Fire Prevention Week, I 
was honoured to attend 
the Ontario Firefighters’ 
Memorial Service held at 
Queen’s Park. 

The Firefighters’ Me- 
morial Service is an op- 
portunity to pay tribute 
and remember firefight- 


THURS. NOV. 21, 2019 
MISSISSAUGA CONVENTION CENTRE 


ers who have died in the 
line of duty. The service 
recognizes the ultimate 
sacrifice they made and 
reminded us all of their 
bravery, dedication and 
commitment while work- 
ing to keep communities 
across Ontario safe. 

Ensuring the safety and 
security of people is one 
of the most fundamental 
responsibility of govern- 
ment. 

That is why, since tak- 
ing office, our govern- 
ment has taken action to 
improve fire safety across 
Ontario. 

Ensuring that modern 
and robust fire safety 
rules are in place that 
helps to protect the lives 
of firefighters on the job 
and all Ontarians. 

We are also providing 
fire services with more 
enforcement options to 
help keep the communi- 
ties they protect safe. 

Some of these actions 


include; increasing the 
maximum fines for most 
offences and higher fines 
for subsequent offences; 
and extending the time 
for fire departments to 
initiate prosecutions to 
one year after they be- 
come aware of an of- 
fence. 

We have also lifted ex- 
emptions under the Fire 
Code for low occupancy 
farm buildings where 
hazardous extraction is 
used for cannabis pro- 
cessing. 

Ontario has strong fire 
protection rules to keep 
buildings, people, and 
communities safe. To 
learn more about how 
our government is en- 
hancing Fire Code regula- 
tions and _ supporting 
firefighters across our 
province, visit sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call my 
office at 1-800-265-1603. 
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“Colourful” concert comes to Brampton 


Dancers from around the 
world will converge on the 
Rose Theatre in Brampton 
this weekend to bring an "ex- 
pression of love" during the 
four annual Colours of Love 
concert. 

The annual gala event, or- 
ganized by Oakville-based 
Fotografia Boutique, will 
bring a selection of local and 
international performers to 
the city to showcase the di- 
versity of world music 
through music and the per- 
forming arts, all to spread 
love and celebrate diversity 
through performing arts. 

"We're gathering people to 
help spread love and aware- 
ness for mental health fund- 
ing," Fotografia's Maggie 
Habieda, who conceived and 
planned the gala event, told 
Peel Weekly News earlier this 
year. 

The event, which ran in 
Brampton when it first 
launched, made a stop-over 
at the Living Arts Centre in 
Mississauga for its second 
and third year before return- 
ing to “home base”. 

Habieda says that the festi- 
val has grown by leaps and 
bounds over its lifespan, and 
draws in talent from over- 


seas to raise funds for a 
worthwhile cause, via a 
venue that showcases the art 
and allure of a variety of dif- 
ferent ethnic backgrounds. 

Along with local perform- 
ers, this year's roster of 
artists includes Roberta 
Battaglia, Afrobeat/hip-hop 
sensation B’Kem, multilin- 
gual American/Indian singer 
Ben Parag, Polish pop-dance 
singer Eliza Wietrzynska and 
Cuban _ singer/songwriter 
Michel Arencibia. 

"Bringing performers in 
and having them perform 
live is a fantastic opportu- 
nity... we're connected as one 
big family," says Habieda, 
who told Peel Weekly News 
she has a "huge heart" for all 
the artists. "When we speak 
of multiculturalism, and of 
the language of love, you 
don't need to understand the 
words to feel the emotion." 

Tickets for the gala event 
are still available, with doors 
opening at 6:30 p.m. and 
food and meet-and-greet op- 
portunities available for 
guests. 

For more information on 
the event or to purchase tick- 
ets, visit tickets.colour- 
soflove.ca. 


Three ways to beat the pre-winter blues Nominations still open for 
Caledon accessibility awards 


With the back-to-school 
routines in full swing and 
the holidays fast approach- 
ing, it can sometimes feel 
like there isn’t enough time 
in the day. Can’t remember 
the last time you took a deep 
breath? Looking to hit pause 
for a moment? 

Physical and mental well- 
being are an important part 
of a balanced lifestyle. Here 
are three simple ways to 
beat those pre-winter blues: 

1) Take in nature: River- 
wood isa serene gem in the 
midst of Mississauga. Situ- 
ated on 150 acres of land, 
this is the perfect spot to de- 
stress this fall. 

With its sprawling 
forestry, gardens and natu- 
ral beauty, the changing 
leaves serve as a beautiful 
backdrop to an already pic- 
ture-perfect landscape. 

Spend a morning strolling 
the woodland trails or per- 
haps take some of the pro- 
grams offered by The 
Riverwood Conservancy or 
Visual Arts Mississauga, 
which are also located on 
the property. 

2) Step back in time: Mis- 
sissauga is rich in history. 

The City’s heritage houses 
offer a glimpse into the 


lifestyles of early settlers 
who lived in these proper- 
ties nearly 200 years ago. S 

tep back in time and visit 
the rustic Bradley House 
dating back to the 1830s and 
stroll through the _fall- 
coloured nature trails sur- 
rounding the Bradley 
Museum where you might 
spot a deer or wild songbird. 

Pencil in some quiet time 
and take in more than 165 
years of history at Benares 
Historic House with all orig- 
inal artifacts from the Har- 
ris family. There’s always 
something on at the muse- 
ums, including exhibitions, 
unique collections, family 
activities and events, such 


as the magical Fantastic 
Beasts of Benares. 

3) Namaste: Yoga is a 
time-honoured practice that 
touts numerous benefits in- 
cluding muscle tone, in- 
creased flexibility and 
relaxation. 

Mississauga offers a vari- 
ety of yoga classes to suit 
your needs. Choose from the 
fall selection of classes such 
as yoga, yoga and low im- 
pact, yoga for women, yoga 
power, yoga gentle, yoga 
H20 and yoga therapeutic. 

As the days get shorter 
and the nights get cooler, 
take some time for yourself 
and unwind in Mississauga. 


Nominations are still open for a 
Caledon-based accessibility set of 
awards that will be presented later 
this year. 

The Town of Caledon, in partnership 
with the Accessibility Advisory Com- 
mittee, will be recognizing local busi- 
nesses that have made a significant 
contribution to reduce barriers and in- 
crease accessibility in their business 
for all members of the community 
with the Accessibility Award for Busi- 
nesses. 

The second annual Accessibility 
Award for Businesses will be awarded 
on Dec. 3, the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities. The Town of 
Caledon will acknowledge the recipi- 
ent(s) publicly on the Town's website 
and related media announcements. 

Winners will be chosen through four 
categories, including: 

Built Environment: A business which 
has a building, interior, exterior or 
outdoor space designed or renovated 
to eliminate barriers and/or enhance 
access for person with disabilities. 

Customer Service: A business that 


dmeonstrates leadership in providing 
exceptional customer services to per- 
sons with disabilities. 

Information and Communication: A 
business that demonstrates leadership 
in providing information and com- 
muncation supports to persons with 
disabilities. 

Employment: A_ business _ that 
demonstrates meaningful employment 
opportunities and demonstrates flexi- 
ble and respectful integration of peo- 
ple with disabilities into their 
workforce. 

Persons with disabilities make up a 
significant and increasing portion of 
the population. About 1.8 million On- 
tarians have a disability, which makes 
up about 15.5 percent of the overall 
population. In Caledon, that may rep- 
resent approximately 10,000 resi- 
dents. 

The deadline to nominate a deserv- 
ing winner for the award is Oct. 31. 
For more information or to download 
a registration form, visit the awards 
website at caledon.ca/en/live/accessi- 
bility.asp?_mid_=15498. 
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Location: MLSE Launchpad, Downtown Toronto 
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www.npowercanada.ca/youth 
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Music awards shine a spotlight on local talent 


by Alex Gregory 


The best of Mississauga’s 
music community were hon- 
ored last month during a 
burgeoning music awards 
ceremony. 

Acrowd packed into the 
Living Arts Centre on Sep. 
27 for the third annual Mis- 
sissauga Music Awards, 
which honoured upcoming 
and established bands in the 
local community. 

The annual event, pre- 
sented by local arts organi- 
zation Mississauga Music 
and organizer Demetrius 
Nath, celebrated artists, al- 
bums, promoters, local 
music shops and music 
videos during the three- 
hour ceremony, which in- 
cluded performances by a 
variety of local artists. 

“Tam so excited about the 
future of music in Missis- 
sauga,” said the city’s cul- 
ture director and 
newly-minted CEO of the 
Living Arts Centre Paul 
Damaso, one of several pre- 
senterts who spoke at the 
event. 

Fans of the local music 
scene enjoyed performances 
by David Boyd Janes, Kendra 
Charest-French, Cat 


Bernardi, U.N. Jefferson, 
Matt Zaddy, Lawless Sons 
and POLARITY, interspersed 
with a number of award cat- 
egories. 

“This is quite a motivat- 
ing and encoutaging award 
for us,” said Uday Shetty of 
Main St. Music in 
Streetsville, which won the 
first award of the night, for 
Best Independent Music 
Shop. “We’re trying to do 
the best we can for the com- 
munity. This is quite the day 
for us.” 

Other winners included: 

- Bread & Honey Festival 
(Best Music Festival) 

- Matt Zaddy (Best Local 
Promoter) 

- Lawless Sons (“Mufasa”) 
(Video of the Year) 

- John River (“The Acad- 
emy”) (Album of the Year) 

- POLARITY (Best Live 
Artist/Band) 

- Brianna Corona (Best 
New Artist) 

- David Boyd Janes (Artist 
of the Year) 

- U.N. Jefferson (“Testify”) 


(Song of the Year) 
- §$4G4 (Fan Choice 
Award) 


Awards winners, outside 


of the Fan Choice category, 
were selected by a panel of 
professionals from the Mis- 
sissauga music and creative 
community. 

This year’s judges in- 
cluded Asma Mahmood 
(Canadian Community Arts 
Initiative), Chris Wulff (Mis- 


sissauga Music), Corey 
Poole (City of Mississauga), 
Danya Dixon (Canadian 
Music Week), Gil Moore 
(Triumph/Metalworks), and 
Mike Douglas (Mississauga 
Arts Council). 

The awards ceremony has 
continued to play a part in 


highlighting the successes of 
local artists and brought a 
spotlight to the Mississauga 
music community, said Dou- 
glas. 

“We take a real delight in 
promoting these talents,” he 
said during the ceremony. 

Following the awards, 


winners, nominees and 
guests continued the cele- 
bration at an afterparty at 
the Rec Room at Square One 
with performances by THE 
iDENTITY CRiSiS, S4G4, and 
Maestro Fresh Wes. 


School board set to host speaker series 


The Peel District School 
Board will revamping its 
annual parent conference 
later this fall, as it seeks to 
offer families more oppor- 
tunities throughout the 
year to learn and collabo- 
rate. 

For the 2019-20 school 
year, the Peel board will 
host the “Engage. Educate. 
Empower. Speaker Series”, 
co-presented by the Peel 
Elementary Teachers' 
Local, on three evenings at 
locations in Brampton, 
Caledon and Mississauga. 

The first event will be 
held on Monday, Nov. 4, 
2019 at the HJA Brown Ed- 
ucation Centre. 

"Whether children are 
starting kindergarten, 
middle school or transi- 
tioning into high school, 
this speaker series will 
support parents' learning 
needs to help their 
child/teen at home," says 
Peter Joshua, director of 
education. "As our partners 
in education, we hope they 
will stay connected to their 


child's learning throughout 
their entire school experi- 
ence.” 

Each evening will focus 
on a specific topic with a 
keynote speaker followed 
by an expert panel who 
will take audience ques- 
tions. We will also invite 
Peel board departments, 
groups and community 
partners to share their in- 
formation in an exhibitor 
area. 

During the keynote pres- 
entation, Jesse Miller, a 
consultant within educa- 
tion and public safety, will 
share how social media is 
an essential part of stu- 
dents' connected lives, and 
the use of mobile technol- 
ogy to tether a child to 
real-time information and 
how content sharing may 
be a concern for many par- 
ents, caregivers and com- 
munity leaders in schools. 

Miller will help parents 
and caregivers talk with 
children of all ages about 
social media use and 
trends, and opening dia- 


logues that promote safe 
communication spaces that 
help children navigate dig- 
ital communications and 
associated internet use. 

The events will be held 
on the following dates: 

- Digital Citizenship and 
Online Safety (with 
keynote speaker Jesse 
Miller): Monday, Nov. 4, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. at HJA 
Brown Education Centre 
(5650 Hurontario Street) 

- Event #2: Wednesday, 
Jan. 22, 2020 (time TBA) at 
Chinguacousy Secondary 
School (1370 Williams 
Parkway) 

- Event #3: Wednesday, 
Feb. 26, 2020 (time TBA) 
at Mayfield Secondary 
School (5000 Mayfield 
Road) 

Peel board parents and 
caregivers interested in 
registering for the event on 
Nov. 4, 2019 should visit 
peelschools.org/parents/co 
nference. The registration 
deadline is Oct. 25. 
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“Canadians are not bulletproof,’ says new PSA 


by Alina Wadiwala 


An evocative PSA cam- 
paign is calling out to 
politicians and lawmakers 
that “Canadians Are Not 


Bulletproof.” 
Canadian Doctors for 
Protection from Guns 


(CDPG) unveiled a hard- 
hitting public service an- 
nouncement (PSA) 


campaign last week to 
combat the escalating inci- 
dence of gun _ violence 
across Canada. 

Concerned with the pub- 


lic health impact of 
firearms, the grassroots 
organization representing 
front-line health care pro- 
fessionals, is urging all 
Canadians to take action by 
calling upon the federal 
government to address the 
public health crisis. 
“Firearm related injuries 
and deaths, whether unin- 
tentional or intentional, 
are a preventable public 
health issue that needs to 
be addressed,” says CDPG 


co-founder Dr. 
Ahmed. 

“Canadians are not bul- 
letproof, but our laws 
should be. We’re mobiliz- 
ing all Canadians to con- 
tact the MP candidates in 
their riding to urge them to 
support a ban on all civil- 
ian owned semi-automatic 
weapons, to make penal- 
ties more severe and to 
provide stricter enforce- 
ment of weapons viola- 
tions,” Ahmed said. 


Najma 


Developed pro-bono by 
Canada’s leading health 
and lifestyle agency, An- 
derson DDB Health & 
Lifestyle, the provocative 
multimedia campaign in- 
volves posters, print, out- 
of-home, television, online 
video, radio, email, digital 
banners and social cre- 
ative, which drive people 
to make their voices heard 
at NotBulletproof.ca. 

Edgy out-of-home, print 
and poster executions de- 
pict a bullet wound with 
blood splatter seeping into 
the shape of a maple leaf. 

Whereas the _ shocking 
broadcast and online video 
creative features items as- 
sociated with Canadiana, 
like a hockey puck, a coffee 
cup and a bottle of maple 
syrup, being pierced by 
bullets - causing a dra- 
matic super-slow-motion 
depiction of the destruc- 
tion of Canadians and their 
culture. 

On radio and social, sur- 
prising statistics such as 
Canada being ranked fifth 
in gun deaths amongst 
OECD nations, and the 
number’ of _ restricted 
weapons in Canada has 
more than doubled since 
2005” are being shared to 
rally Canadians to take ac- 
tion. 


Anderson DDB Health & 
Lifestyle has a long-stand- 
ing tradition of donating 
marketing services to wide 
variety of causes that res- 
onate with agency staff. 

“This has been one of the 
worst years for gun vio- 
lence in Canada. Guns are 
not only killing people, but 
they’re killing Canada’s 
culture and reputation for 
being a safe place to live,” 
says Kevin Brady, the pres- 
ident of Anderson DDB. 
“The Canadians Are Not 
Bulletproof campaign is a 
passion project of the 
agency, led by concerned 
staff who recognized a rare 
opportunity to lend our ex- 
pertise and resources to 
create breakthrough com- 
munications that could po- 
tentially save lives.” 

In order to make the 
Canadians Are Not Bullet- 
proof campaign possible, 
Anderson DDB Health & 
Lifestyle donated its cre- 
ative services and_ re- 
sources, and _ partnered 
with Apollo Studios and 
ARTiculation Group, as 
well as PHD Toronto, City 
of Toronto and the Toronto 
Transit Commission, who 
were the first to gener- 
ously donate media space 
taking the campaign onto 
the streets of Toronto and 


digitally across Canada. 

The campaign will ap- 
pear across the GTA and 
online across the country 
and will continue until the 
end of Jan. 2020. 

Canadian Doctors for 
Protection from Guns 
(CDPG) is a grassroots or- 
ganization concerned 
about the increasing public 
health impact of firearms. 
It represents physicians 
w o r k i on g 
in collaboration with 
nurses, paramedics, reha- 
bilitation specialists, psy- 
chologists, researchers and 
other front-line health care 
professionals. 

In a_ statement, the 
groups said that its mem- 
bers have all witnessed 
first-hand the emotional 
and physical trauma and 
devastation caused by 
guns, and called for a com- 
prehensive public policy 
response to this crisis in 
our communities, includ- 
ing preventative tools to 
reduce gun use and 
their consequences on 
youth violence, domestic 
abuse, and suicide. 

For more information, 
visit canadiandoctorsfor- 
protectionfromguns.ca and 
follow @Docs4GunControl. 


Star power added for literary awards 


As a prestigious literary 
prize nears the 20th an- 
niversary of its inception, 
the organization behind it 
announced Tuesday that it 
has some _ star-studded 
power overseeing the jury 
process. 

The RBC Taylor Prize 
Foundation, which held its 
annual award ceremony in 
Toronto earlier this year, an- 
nounced that Margaret At- 
wood, Coral Ann Howells 
and Peter Theroux have been 
selected as the jury mem- 
bers for the event, which 
will take place on Monday, 
Mar. 4, 2020. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
the foundation said that the 
prize recognizes excellence 
in Canadian non-fiction 
writing and emphasizes the 
development of the careers 
of the authors it celebrates. 
2020 marks the 20th an- 
niversary of the RBC Taylor 
Prize, which commemorates 


Charles Taylor's pursuit of 
excellence in the field of lit- 
erary non-fiction. 

Noreen Taylor, the prize 
founder and chair of the 
Charles Taylor Foundation, 
said that the jurors will read 
138 submissions from 
emerging and established 
artists across the country, 
and that they will decide the 
longlist of winners, which 
will be revealed in Decem- 
ber. 

"Tam particularly thrilled 
to have Margaret Atwood on 
the jury for the 20th an- 
niversary of the Prize, as she 
and her late partner, the 
dearly missed Graeme Gib- 
son, were two of the first 
people I turned to when 
founding the prize," said 
Taylor. "Joining her, Coral 
Ann returns as a juror, and 
as a British professor of 
Canadian Literature, brings 
an "offshore" perspective to 
the books submitted. Peter's 


travels and writings, in so 
many ways similar to 
Charles', bring a journalistic 
eye to the process. 

Atwood, whose work has 
been published in more than 
forty-five countries, is the 
author of more than fifty 
books of fiction, poetry, crit- 
ical essays, and graphic nov- 


els. She was named the 
co-winner of the 2019 
Booker Prize Monday 


evening for her latest novel, 
The Testaments, which re- 
leased last month. 

Howells is a British based 
professor and critic who is a 
specialist in English-Cana- 
dian literature and culture. A 
graduate of the University of 
Queensland, Australia, and 
with a PhD from the Univer- 
sity of London, she taught 
for many years at the Uni- 
versity of Reading and was 
Visiting Exchange Professor 
at the University of Guelph. 
Since then she has published 


extensively on contempo- 
rary Canadian women's fic- 
tion, and has held Visiting 


Professorships in Europe 
and India. 
Theroux, an American 


writer and translator with 
family origins in Yamaska, 
Québec, has translated nu- 
merous works of fiction by 
Egyptian, Iraqi, Israeli, and 
Lebanese authors, including 
the first Saudi Arabian and 
Nubian novels translated 
into English (Cities of Salt by 
Abdelrahman Munif and 
Dongola by Idris Ali), as well 
as Children of the Alley, the 
most controversial work by 
Egyptian Nobel laureate 
Naguib Mahfouz. He has also 
written articles and pub- 
lished books, Sandstorms 
and Translating LA, about 
his extensive travels in the 
Middle East and California. 
Awarded to the author 
whose book best combines a 
superb command of the Eng- 


lish language, an elegance of 
style, and a subtlety of 
thought and perception, the 
Prize consists of $5,000 for 
each finalist, and a further 
$25,000 for the winner. All 
authors are presented with a 
custom leather-bound ver- 
sion of their shortlisted book 
at the awards ceremony. 
This past year's shortlist for 
the prize included Just Let 
Me Look at You: On Father- 
hood, by Bill Gaston; Jan in 
35 Pieces: A Memoir in 
Music, by Ian Hampton; 
Lands of Lost Borders: Out 
of Bounds on the Silk Road, 
by Kate Harris; All Things 
Consoled: A Daugh- 

ter's Memoir, by Elizabeth 
Hay; and Mamaskatch: A 
Cree Coming of Age, by Dar- 
rel McLeod. Harris would go 
on to take home the top 
prize. 

Taylor told Peel Weekly 
News earlier this year that 
one of the many joys of her 


job is discovering unique 
storytellers throughout the 
country. “The searches 
that(the authors) describe — 
for truth, for reconciliation 
of all sorts, and for beauty, 
in people, art, nature — give 
us pause to consider the 
world and the people around 
us, and give us hope," she 
said. 

The presenting sponsor of 
the RBC Taylor Prize is RBC 
Wealth Management. Its 
media sponsors are The 
Globe and Mail, CBC Books, 
Cision, and Quill & Quire 
magazine; its in-kind spon- 
sors are Ben McNally Books, 
Event Source, Toronto Inter- 
national Festival of Authors 
(TIFA) and The Omni King 
Edward Hotel. 

For tickets or more infor- 
mation on the prize, call Ben 
McNally Books at (416) 361- 
0032 or visit benmcnally- 
books.com. 
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